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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” telephone 
number 12807 Central. A statement of the objects and work of 
the Branch will be found on p. 246. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, among other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 





Date. Page. 








Foreign Cotton Goods sold at Tangier ... one ove | 12th July, 1906 | 58 
Cotton grown in Natal ee “e vite oes ” se - 82 
Foreign Flannelette sold at Erzeroum ... id TR a i 35 
‘fin of United States Ename! Paint sold in Peru.. sos] gs 99 " 10 
American Cottons sold at Chinkiang (small cuttings) ... | 28th June, 637 
List of Chinese written characters suitable for novelties 

for the Chinese market ... eve ob tos * ‘. 621 
Specimen of Chinese Students’ uniform... ows ... | 31st May, | 407 
Cotton grown in Spain ee ane as on ol an « 382 
Zapupe fibre from Mexico ... one cco | ROU os 324 
Guatemala cotton said to be weevil-resisting 19th April 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang 126 








ee | 
| 


36 


} 
29 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn and patterns of | | 

knitted material from Buenos Ayres | 





The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony. Statements of the objects and work of these Enquiry 
Offices will be found on p. 247. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

tenders from such persons as may be willing 

Spans. to supply 80 feet and 100 feet spans. The 

conditions of contract may be obtained on 

application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, White- 

hall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 

2 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th August, 1906, after which time no 
tender will be received. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of miscellaneous 
Tools. tools, as per specification to be seen at the 
Company’s Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 
Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked “Tender for 
Miscellaneous Tools,” not later than noon on Wednesday, the 
15th August. The company reserve the right to divide the order, 
also to decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not 
bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. For each 
specification a fee of 1/. 1s. is charged, which cannot under any 
circumstances be returned. 





CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Office, 17, Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence 
‘further information regarding them may be 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


obtained :— 

Home Enquiry.—A correspondent in the North of England has 
asked for the addresses of brick and tile firms in Canada likely 
to take up the sale of a new clay roofing tile. He is also 
looking into the question of manufacturing on the spot if 
suitable clay lands are available and a good market assured. 

New Zealand Enquiry.——The London agents of a New Zealand 
firm make enquiry concerning Canadian buyers of rye grass, which 
they are in a position to supply direct at lowest prices. 

Ceylon Enquiry.—A Colombo (Ceylon) firm of general com- 
mission merchants interested in tea, cocoa, cinnamon, cocoa-nut 
products, oils, fibres, phumbago, rubber, &c., desire to correspond 
with Canadian importers. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian contractors’ supply company 
desire to be placed in communication with English manufacturers 
of builders’ and contractors’ supplies and specialities and of railway 
supplies. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 
further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Canadian Enquiries—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Hamilton report an opening for mercerised cotton tapes, and also 
for perfumery ribbons, and will be pleased to receive samples and 
prices from British manufacturers. 
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A firm in Toronto report a demand for jute yarn suitable for the 
manufacture of carpets and rugs, and will be pleased to hear from 
United Kingdom manufacturers. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





CYPRUS. 


Information has been received from Cyprus that the Board of 
Agriculture will have some 7,000 okes (about 8 
Sale of Sponges. tons) of sponges for sale on the 15th November 
next, by which date tenders are invited. Samples 
can be obtained on application to the Secretary of the Board of 
Agriculture, Nicosia, Cyprus, on payment of 45 shillings per oke. 





EGYPT: 


The Administration of the Egyptian State Railways and Telegraphs 
will receive up to noon on the 5th October, 
Welsh Coal. 1906, tenders for the supply of 310,000 metric 
tons of Welsh coal required during the year 
1907. A copy of the specification and form of tender can be 
obtained on payment of 2s. from Lt.-Col. J. H. Western, R.E., 
C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, London, S.W. 
Tenders, accompanied by a stamped paper of 30 milliémes, should 
be addressed by registered post to the General Manager, Egyptian 
State Railways, Cairo, enclosed in double envelopes, the inner 
bearing the inscription “Tender for Coal.” The Administration 
are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender, and reserve the 
right of dividing the order. 
A copy of the specification may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


Tenders are invited by the Egyptian War Department for the sup- 
ae ply of rope (hemp and cotton), felt ‘‘ rumnah,” 
esaar Sheets. &e webbing, cotton canvas, mild _ steel sheets 

>“ (galvanised), .and bent ash pieces. Tender 
forms and specifications may be obtained from Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 
London, 8.W., to whom tenders should be sent by the 14th 
September. ‘Tenders are to hold good for 30 days from that date. 





NORWAY: 
The Acting British Vice-Consul at Christiania reports that tenders 
are invited by the Norwegian Naval Authorities 
Tin. for the supply of 1,000 kilos. of English tin in 
blocks (Lamb and Flag), delivered free at 
Karljohansvern. 
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Tenders in sealed envelopes marked ‘“‘ Anbud paa tin ” addressed 
to ‘‘ Marinens Intendantur, Horten,” will be received up to 1 p.m. 
on the 7th August. The date on which the delivery could be 
made should be stated in the tender. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 





DENMARK. 


H.M. Consul at Copenhagen (Capt. Boyle) reports that tenders 
Railwa are invited by the Danish State Railways for 
pce | the supply of 2,500 tons of rails and 600 tons 

of fish-plates, fish-bolts, spikes, &c. Tenders, 
addressed to “ Direktren for Baneafdelingen, Gammel Kongevej, 

1 F, Copenhagen B,” will be received up to 11th August. A copy 

of the specification, general and special conditions of tender (in 

English), together with drawings, may be seen at the offices of 

the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 

Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. W. A. Churchill) reports that 
the Provincial Government of the Province of 

Canal Works. North Holland, at Haarlem, is prepared to 

receive tenders up to 11 a.m. on the 9th 
August for :— 

(1) The widening and deepening of the North Sea Canal, and 
the construction of canal-bank works and additional works between 
the Hem-bridge and the border of the passage in maintenance by 
the Municipality of Amsterdam. The cost is estimated at about 
23,0001. 

(2) The deepening to 10.30 metres below normal Amsterdam 
level of the North Sea Canal between the side-Canal B and the 
west side of the bend near Buitenhuizen, and between the side- 
Canal C and the new Hem-bridge. The cost is estimated at about 
16,4001. 

Copies of the contracts (Nos. 173 and 163) may be obtained 
from Gebrs. van Cleef, The Hague. 


BELGIUM. 


The ‘“ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels), contains a 
Railway notice issued by the “Société nationale des 
Senntuastion chemins de fer vicinaux” to the effect that 

; tenders will be opened at the offices of the 


“ Société ” at 14 Rue de la Science, Brussels, on the 22nd August, 
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for the construction of a section of the railway from La Louviére 
to Familleureux. The estimated cost of the work is 46,200 fr. 
(1,850/.), and a deposit of 4,600 fr. (184/.) is required to qualify 
any tender. ‘Tenders by registered letter will be received at the 
address mentioned above not later than the 21st August. A copy 
of the specifications may be obtained on payment of 1 fr. from 
M. Simon, rue de Havre, No. 99, Mons. 





FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


In his report for 1905, H.M. Consul at Antananarivo (Mr. T. P. 

Porter) states that galvanised corrugated iron 
Galvanised Iron. for roofing purposes has been in considerable 

demand throughout the year. The quantity 
imported in 1905 (117 tons) proved so far from sufficient to meet 
this demand that in November, at the commencement of the rainy 
season, when roofing material is in greatest request, the stocks of 
galvanised iron were entirely exhausted. 


There has been more enquiry, he says, for British provisions, 
- a owing undoubtedly to the considerable number 
Provisions a of British miners who have visited this country 
Cimen's Stores. during the year, and imports of oilman’s stores 
both from the United Kingdom and the colonies show an increase 
of over 50 per cent. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,671.) 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 22nd July contains a notice 
; authorising the Barcelona Tramway Company 
Mytro-ceciric = 4, appropriate water from the harbour for the 
Plant. production of electric power. The water is to 

be conveyed to the generating station by means of a subterranean 


conduit. 


The “Gaceta” of 28th July contains a notice inviting tenders, 
which will be opened on 28th August, at the 

Breakwater Directorate General of Public Works, Madrid, 
aon Saey for the construction of a breakwater and quays 
Construction. at the port of Ibiza, Balearic Isles, at the 
estimated cost of 1,168,901 pesetas (about 41,897/.). A deposit 
of 11,689 pesetas (about 4187.) is required to qualify any tender. 
Conditions of tender, plans, &c., may be seen at the above-~ 


mentioned office. 
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ITALY; 


The following particulars of quay works, &., proposed in the 
neighbourhood of Brindisi and Taranto, are 

Quay Works, &c. taken from the report of H.M. Consul at 
Brindisi (Mr. 8. G. Cocoto) :-— 

On the north-western side of the town a new quay is to be built 
in continuation of the existing Sciabbiche quay, and cargo sheds 
are to be constructed on the extensive quay space at the Sciabbiche. 

A second class quay wall is to be constructed at St. Appolinara, 
facing the Custom-house. 

The patent fuel works now at the end of the railway quay are 
to be removed to the end of the harbour, and on the site they at 
present occupy, cargo sheds are to be built. 

The partial or entire removal of the Bardet shoal and a portion 
of the Fico shoal opposite is under consideration. 

Dredging is to be carried out in various parts of the outer 
harbour to extend the area of deep water available for vessels 
seeking shelter. 

To increase the utility of the port of Taranto, a short break- 
water, to cost about 50,000/., is to be built from the Taranto 
Island, nearly opposite the existing breakwater. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,672.) 


In his supplementary report for 1905 on the trade of South Italy, 
; H.M. Consul-General at Naples (Mr. E. Neville 
Textile, Sugar, Rolfe, M.V.O.) states that the law of 8th July, 
ane wena 1904, under which. ground and motive power 
Machinery. are granted almost free and exemption from 
duties and taxes allowed for 10 years to manufacturers who will 
establish new industries or enlarge existing ones at Naples (see 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 25rd February, 1905, p. 348), is 
beginning to show important results. Over 500,000 square 
metres (about 100 acres) have already been taken up, and very 
important works are being established. Amongst these Mr. Rolfe 
mentions the following:—Two companies for the manufac- 
ture of textiles, the Lombarda-Napoletana and the Ligure-Napo- 
letana, which will give employment to 3,000 operatives; the 
Sinigallia silk works; the Valsano sugar refinery, which has trans- 
ferred its mills from Segni and is erecting works on a much larger 
scale at Naples; the railway carriage works of Dialto and Benve- 
nuti, to whom Government contracts are secured by the law; 
the extension of the yards of Miani and Silvestri, who purchased 
the works and plant of the late British firm of Hawthorn & Guppy, 
and have largely increased them; and a factory for canning 
fruits and vegetables. ‘l'o the west of N aples the Terni steelworks 
have taken up 500,000 square metres (about 100 acres) for the 
erection of works, There also a firm is setting up works for the 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


making of elevators. Within the city proper a firm is starting the 
manufacture of artificial leather, and two large weaving establish- 
ments are being set up. The Darracq Motor Company will be set 
up not far from the Central Railway Station. 
Hydro-Electric It is calculated, says Mr. Rolfe, that it will 
aes i080 9 take nearly three years to furnish the 
abundant motive power which is promised to 
the new industries, and which is to consist of 16,000 horse-power 
derived from the River Volturno. 


Mr. Rolfe reports that much more attention is being paid to 
the sanitation of houses in South Italy, and 
British manufacturers should find an oppor- 
tunity for business in this direction, as it is 
incontestable that they have a pre-eminence in household fittings 


of the kind. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,679.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Bari (Mr. E. Berner) reports that a 
contribution of 900,900 lire (36,036/.) has been 


Sanitary 
Appliances. 


pila e worms: granted by the Italian Government towards 
Machinery hydraulic works for protecting the town from 


inundations by the Picone torrent, and that the 
building in Bari of a large tobacco manufactory has been decided 
upon by the Government at a cost of 1,000,000 lire (40,000/.). 


The British Vice-Consul at Salerno (Mr. P. Consiglio) reports a 

proposal to bring good drinking water into 

Waterworks. Salerno from Acerno. This will involve a 

tunnel about three-quarters of a mile in length 

and a capital expenditure of at least 80,000/. The matter is in the 

hands of the Roman Aqueduct Company, and the preliminary 

difficulties have been overcome. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,679.) 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of 
Commerce at Smyrna, there is a good market 
in' that town for a variety of china and 
earthenware goods, such as dinner, coffee, tea, 
and toilet services, match stands, ash trays, &c.; the annual 
value of the imports of these goods approximates 500,000 frs. 
(about 20,0001.). This large figure is accounted for by the 
fact that Smyrna is a distributing centre for towns in Central 
Asia Minor and on the coast of Anatolia, as well as for some 
of the islands in the Archipelago. Increased transport facilities 
afforded by new railways and steam coasting services, together with 
the general prosperity at. present prevailing among nearly all 


China and 
Earthenware. 
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classes of the population, tend to enhance the demand for these 
wares. Goods should be packed in barrels: buyers attach 
the utmost importance to careful packing. Prices should be 
quoted in francs at the current rate of exchange on Paris, c.i.f. 
Smyrna. Terms of credit vary from three to nine months 
according to the financial status of clients: German dealers 
give six months, but French dealers not more than four months. 


CUBA. 

H.M. Legation at Havana have forwarded a translation of the Law 
Railway recently passed by Congress, relative to the 
Siitsientiiien construction and subvention of several new 
and Plant. lines of railway in Cuba (see p. 149 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 26th July). 
These lines, it may be noted, are to be broad gauge, not narrow 

gauge as stated in the notice referred to. 
The translation, containing full particulars of the proposed 
lines, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 


Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” of 12th July contains copy of a Law 

Buildin authorising the expenditure of 150,000 dols. 

Geneon *d on the construction of an Institute of Secondary 
sectadeaeeen Education in Habana. 


HAYTI, 

H.M. Consul-General at Port-au-Prince (Mr. A. G. Vansittart) 
Railwa. reports that a contract for the construction of a 
Material ; Wharf railway from Aux Cayes to Perrin has been 
aecaiieteaiien. granted to General Carrié, a Haytian citizen. 
The line will be about 174 miles in length, and 
runs through a flat but fertile district, fairly well cultivated with 
sugar cane. It will pass through a belt where, it is said, such 

woods as cedar and mahogany exist. 

The principal object of the line is to facilitate the transport of 
coal from the Camp Perrin to Aux Cayes. The coal mine belongs 
to the holder of the concession, who is likewise authorised to 
construct wharves for shipment of the coal. 








The following articles, says Mr. Vansittart, are imported in very 
limited quantities at present from the United 

Hardware, &. Kingdom, but on better times setting in 
| a brisker business might, perhaps, be done in 
them :— 
Galvanised sheet iron, sad irons, hooks, staples, hinges, Coat 
pots, Danish pots, Dutch stoves, wrought nails, galvanised boat 
nails, chains, anchors, copper (sheets), buckets, hoes, machetes, 
serpettes and corn mills, wire fencing. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,673.) 
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CHILE. 


A despatch has been received from H.M. Legation at Santiago, 

reporting that as the Chilean Government has 

pote be not accepted any of the three tenders submitted 

P ‘on 25th April last for carrying out harbour 

works at Valparaiso (see p. 250 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 

of 8th February last and previous notices), a new bill has been 

drafted prolonging the authorisation granted to the President to 

contract. for these works, and raising the limit of the sum to be 
expended to 3,200,0000. 





CHINA. 


The following particulars as to possible openings for trade in 
Machinery of all China are extracted from a report, recently 
ki 4 presented to Congress, on trade conditions in 
mre that country by special agents of the United 
States Department of Commerce and Labour :— 

China presents a fine opportunity for the development of trade 
in machinery of all kinds, the demand for cotton, flour, and paper 
milling machinery being certain to increase rapidly. There 
is also a fair demand, which can unquestionably be largely 
increased by up-to-date business methods, for lathes, wood- 
working machinery, steam pumps, hand and power drilling 
machines, metal planers, engines and boilers, electrical machinery, 
dynamos and motors, valves, and fittings. 

The Chinese are becoming more and more impressed with the 
importance of establishing cotton-weaving mills for the purpose 
of turning out piece goods to take the place, so far as is possible, 
of those now imported. Mills of this kind will, in a comparatively 
short time, be erected in various parts of the Empire. 


The importation of brass and fancy buttons is a very important 
and valuable branch of the foreign trade of 
Buttons. Tientsin. The bulk of these come from Ger- 
many. Buttons having the appearance of 
either brass or silver are more popular than the fancy buttons. 
The latter are made in various styles, the ornamental parts being 
of vari-coloured glass in Oriental or other designs, with a brass or 
silver foundation. The most popular of the brass buttons come in 
“globe” or ball pattern, and in three sizes, 43, 5, and 53 lines, 
with ground surfaces worked up in a great variety of fancy decora- 
tions. Upon this ground there is stamped, upon the selection of 
the Chinese merchant, a suitable design, consisting generally of 
some conventional figure or Chinese character signifying happi- 
ness, wealth, or long life, or the figure of some creature occupying 
a prominent place in Chinese life or faith. 
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CHIN A—continued. 


It is the practice among button manufacturers to forward a 
great variety of samples, practically covering their entire output. 
These styles necessarily embrace many that are entirely unsuited 
to the demands of the market. The great variety, however, affords 
the Chinese an opportunity to select some new style which may 
appeal to their fancy, and in this manner new kinds are being 
taken up continually, with a consequent broadening of the field of 
sale as well as correspondingly increasing the hold of the manu- 
facturer’s goods upon the market. 


The globe buttons are sent incomplete that selections may be 
made of the style of groundwork, upon which the manufacturer 
will stamp any design suited to the taste of the Chinese patron. 
These are sent out in all of the preferred sizes in brass and white 
metal, or, as they are technically referred to in the trade, “ gold 
and silver.” ‘Tentative designs are also submitted for inspection 


and selection. 


All buttons used at Tientsin have rings in addition to shanks, in 
order to admit of changing from one garment to another and of 
removal during washing. Buttons without rings will have no sale. 
Each silver button requires a silver shank and a silver ring, while 
brass buttons require brass shanks and rings. 


Sales of enamelled utensils are steadily increasing throughout 
Northern China. Seventy per cent. of these 


eee: importations find purchasers in the province of 
re Pechili. The Austrian manufacturers control 
the market. 


Decorated enamelled ware is limited in sale to the cities, where 
the Chinese have a greater purchasing power, while the plain ware 
has a large sale in all towns and cities, and throughout the 
provinces. The articles most in use are ordinary wash basins, 
blue outside and white inside, having a rim diameter of from 9 to 
15 inches. Basins decorated on the white inside ground with 

udily coloured flowers or figures of occidental design also take 
well. In this particular class of goods the Chinese appear to 
prefer the artistic creations of the western mind. Three or four 
designs are placed on the inner side of wash basins, with one 
bottom figure, also on the inner side, and the decorations may be 
either raised orsmooth. Enamelled wash basins are quoted at prices 
varying according to their dimensions and colour of enamelling— 
whether light or dark blue or pink. Blue enamelled tea kettles, 
of different capacities, ranging from one to three quarts, sell well. 


—— 
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JAPAN. 


According to the Monthly Report fer June of the Yokohama 

Chamber of Commerce, the Department of 
Dredging Work. [Finance has framed a plan for dredging the 

harbour of Yokohama inside the breakwater. 
The work was first undertaken by the local government, but was 
subsequently transferred to the management of the Extraordinary 
Works Office of the Finance Department. The officials drew up a 
plan to divide the harbour into four separate sections, having 20, 
24, 28 and 32 feet of water, to facilitate the anchorage of vessels, 
but in view of the advent of large vessels the authorities found it 
necessary to provide berths drawing at least 35 feet of water. The 
plan has accordingly been modified, and the dredging work is to 
be completed in nine years’ time. A thorough repair of the break- 
water is also to be carried out beginning during the current fiscal 
year, the work spreading over four years. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM, 
The Board of Trade have received particulars of a Manufacturers’ 
Industrial and Industrial Exhibition to be held in the 
Exhibition at Drill Hall, Bristol, from 24th September to 
Bristol 20th October next. It is proposed to include a 
display of the latest developments and inven- 
tions in respect of the production and application of electricity. 








NEW ZEALAND. 
The Commercial Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of 
Trade has prepared a number of diagrams, dealing 


New Zealand = = ith various branches of Labour and Trade 


Boney ee 1 Statistics, to be exhibited in the Social Economy 
. tel g oo Section of the forthcoming exhibition at Christ- 
conomy wection. church, New Zealand. 


The diagrams (28 in all) are intended to illustrate the statistics 
of employment, wages, prices, production, consumption, foreign 
trade, shipping, railway traffic, trade disputes, trade unions, work- 
men’s co-operative societies, industrial accidents and pauperism. 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 
Referring to the notice on p. 105 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 19th July, the Commercial 
Intelligence Officer for Southern Nigeria 
(Mr. C. A. Birtwistle) notifies that although it 
is very desirable they should be tendered earlier, entries for 
the Lagos Agricultural Show will be accepted from Europe if 
despatched hence by the next mail after the last day given for 
shipment of exhibits, viz. :—25th September. Such entries should 
be addressed to the Manager of the Show, Lagos. 


Agricultural 
Show at Lagos. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Zanzibar—With reference to the means of increasing British 
trade with Zanzibar, the British Vice-Consul (Mr. J. H. Sinclair) 
remarks in his report that all the principal British firms in 
Zanzibar are either branches, having their head offices in the 
United Kingdom, or else have corresponding firms there through 
whom the whole of their home business is transacted, and who are 
well acquainted with the trade possibilities of Zanzibar. 

A list of these firms is at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., and although 
every endeavour is made to reply to enquiries received at the 
Consulate with as little delay as possible, British manufacturers 
will probably save a good deal of time if they address the Branch 
direct. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,677.) 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


A meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Imperial Institute 
was held at the offices of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 
at three o’clock on Wednesday, August lst, Lord James of 
Hereford in the chair. 

There were also present Sir Alfred Bataman, K.C.M.G., the 
Right Hon. Lord Allerton, the Right Hon. Sir Cecil Clementi- 
Smith, G.C.M.G., Mr. T. W. Holderness, C.S.I., Sir Thomas 
Elliott, K.C.B., General Sir Owen Tudor Burne, G.C.I.E., K.C.S.I., 
Mr. H. Llewellyn Smith, C.B., and Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B. 

Reports of the work carried on in the various departments of 
the Imperial Institute during the second quarter of the present 
year were considered and agreed to. 


TRAVELLING IN MANCHURIA. 


In connection with the notice on page151 of the “‘ Board of 
of Trade Journal” of 26th July, 1906, information has been 
received, through the Foreign Office, that in accordance with the 
agreement between the Kwangtung Government and the Russian 
Military Head-quarters in Manchuria passports issued by either 
party enable the bearer to pass through territories held by both 
armies. Application should be made either to the Kwangtung 
Government, the seat of which is Port Arthur, or to the Russian 
Military Headquarters, in accordance with the direction being 


taken by applicant. 


JAPANESE TRADE ACTIVITY IN MANCHURIA 
AND COREA. 

A memorandum has been received from the Commercial Attaché 
to H.M. Embassy at Tokio (Mr. E. F. Crowe), relative to the 
strenuous efforts being made by the Japanese to extend their trade 
in Manchuria and Corea. 

A movement to obtain some form of State encouragement 
to the export trade appears to have been started by the 
formation of. a guild of cotton-textile and cotton-spinning 
companies, who applied to the Government for facilities in the 
way of advances at a low rate of interest and cheap rates of 
freight, in order that they might be enabled to compete success- 
fully with their foreign rivals in the Manchurian and Corean 


markets. 















































































Aug. 2, 1906.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, 





GERMAN COMPETITION IN EGYPT. 


The current issue of the Journal of the British Chamber of 
Commerce of Egypt contains an article written with the object of 
showing the growth of German competition in Egypt, the particu- 
lar branches of commerce in which its influence is chiefly felt, and 
the reasons why Germany is obtaining a footing in that country. 
The subjoined particulars .are extracted from the article in 


question :— 


The following table compares the principal items of Germany’s 
exports to Egypt during 1895 with her figures ten years later. 
For further purposes of comparison, Egypt’s gross imports in each 
classification are given, Germany’s percentage of such total trade 


being also shown :—- 
































1895. 1905 

Article. 3 2! Be leral 2 «| 2 ~~ b 

a 52> a6 |ge8/ 3595] 82 [83 

o &s & Go (396) o&s & Sc i8 Oe 

BE BQ Few | Bw Bio |e Re 

oS. tary ™ 6 \sg°e 

£ E. £ EK. £ E. £ E. 

Beer ove ove “ 65,002 6,424 9°9 92,073 | 23,370 | 25-3 

Brass, copper and bronze.. 80,135 4,481 55 224,448 | 11,921 53 
Carts, carriages, bicycles, 

&e. ene eee 5,076 316 6°2 61,796 | 17,294 | 28-0 
China and crockery ‘ 38,399 6,575 | 17:1 78,127 | 23,535 | 30-1 
Cotton fabrics .| 1,333,946 9,930 0°7 || 2,999,131 | 61,684 2°0 
Furniture ... 35,656 1,573 | 4:4 206,926 7,016 3-3 
Glassware ... 55,141 3.786 6°8 140,515 | 16,384 | 11°6 
Hosiery oes 55,058 | 6,514 | 11°8 || 154,392 | 50,881 | 39-9 
Indigo... eee 192,676 — 136,909 | 19,401 | 14+] 
Iron and iron goods 359,771 | 23,442 6°5 || 1,244,897 | 204,701 | 16-4 
Ironmongery and 

haberdashery; 122,746 | 18,120 | 14:7 $23,181 | 68,315 | 21-1 
Lace eee ‘ih ae 12,756 2,078 | 16:2 35,311 7,178 | 203 
Lamps ies 12,975 2,962 | 22°8 50,494 9,650 | 191 
Locomotives eee 000 _ — —— 189,450 | 37,107 | 196 
Machinery (excluding 

locomotivesand pumps)| 304,407 | 34,409 | 11°3 603,521 | 46,520 7 

Mathematical and 
electrical instruments 15,468 435 2°8 194,372 | 33,778 | 17:3 
Musical instruments 5,794 2,213 | 38:1 18,789 | 11,173 | 59-4 
Perfumery 22,136 | 1,376 | 62 40,102 | 6,916 | 17-2 
Pumps... _ ' 5,312 129 2°4 62,855 8,243 | 13+] 
Shawls _... ong 40,614 1,842 4°5 109,386 | 45,724 | 41°8 
Woollen fabrics ... | 132,109 | 19,860 | 15°0 366,084 | 35,471 9-6 
Miscellaneous .| 5,494,756 | 69,926 1*2 ||14,231,317 | 202,350 17 
Total imports .| 8,389,933 | 216,391 2°6 ||21,564,076 | 948,612 4-4 











Cotton Fabrics.—The main speciality under this heading is an 


article known locally 


as “‘ Castor,” which is printed flannelette 


with a raised back. The material is usually heavier than the 
English flannelette, and is extensively used by the natives—both 
men and women—for winter garments. 


pieces 40 to 45 metres long, and 70 to 75 centimetres wide. 


It is usually folded in 


The 
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quality having the largest sale runs from 32 centimes (8d.) to 48 
centimes (44d.) the metre, c.if. Alexandria. The only other 
country really competing with Germany in this class of article is 
Italy. 

Kaltes expensive quality of castor comes from Alsace-Lorraine, 
the price, c.i.f. Alexandria, being from 51 centimes (43d.) to 80 
centimes (74d.) the metre. 


Glassware and crockery.—I'wo large German firms have recently 
been pushing the trade in glassware and crockery, especially in 
articles for household use. lt is, of course, out of the question to 
attempt to give any indication of prices, in view of the numerous 
articles this category comprises. It may, however, be mentioned 
that German tumblers of a plain pattern can be sold at 8 frs. 
(6s. 4d.) the 100, the price running from 12 frs. (9s. 6d.) to 40 frs. 
(11. 11s. 7d.) if the glasses are in colours with fancy designs. 


Hosiery. With the exception of musical instruments and shawls, 
in no branch of trade has Germany a larger share of Egypt’s total 
imports than in hosiery goods, of which she contributes nearly 
one-third of the gross clearances. 

The principal competition is done in cotton hose for men and 
women at prices running from 2.60 frs. (2s.) to 8 frs. (6s. 4d.) the 
dozen pairs, c.i.f. Alexandria. Silk stockings range from 16 frs. 
(12s. 8d.) to 50 frs. (12. 19s. 6d.) the dozen ; whilst the price of the 
woollen ones—of which only a small quantity is sold—is from 
6 frs. (4s. 9d.) to 15 frs. (11s. 10d.) a dozen. The lisle thread 
goods cost from 9 frs. (7s. 1d.) to 40 frs. (1/. 11s. 7d.) the dozen 
pairs. ‘I'he better class stockings are usually packed in boxes each 
containing six pairs. Popular patterns are those having horizontal 
or vertical stripes. With regard to the cheaper kind of stockings, 
the question of the shape of the foot, and the general finish of the 
article itself, appear to receive more attention in Germany than in 
England. Again, complaints are heard that the English sock is 
in many instances too heavy for the requirements of Egypt. 

Machine-knitted vests and drawers from Germany also find a 
ready market, the price for the cotton goods varying from 8 frs. 
(6s. 4d.) to 14 frs. (11s. 1d.) the dozen, c.i.f. Alexandria, the ordi- 
nary woollen ones being from 24 frs. (18s. 11d.) to 40 frs. 
(1/. 11s. 7d.) the dozen. 


Iron and iron goods.—In point of actual turnover, Germany’s 
largest trade with Egypt is in iron and steel goods, the main 
branches being rolled steel girders, mild steel bars and hoops, 
together with small portable steel rails. Considering the enormous 
number of girders imported into Egypt every year, it is much to 
be regretted that Kngland practically is entirely out of the trade. 
The German and Belgian prices are much cheaper than those of 
England, but in addition, the British standards do not suit the 
market. 
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The following are some of the principal sizes used by builders 
and contractors in Egypt :— 

















Height. Flange. Web. Weight per metre. 
Millimetres. Millimetres. Millimetres. Kilograms, 
80 42 x 42 3.9 6.0 
100 50 x 50 4.5 8.3 
120 58 x 58 5.1 11.1 
140 66 X 66 5.7 14.3 
160 | 74 X 74 6.3 17.9 
180 | 82 x 82 6.9 21.9 
200 | 90 x 90 7.5 26.2 
220 | 98 x 98 8.1 31.0 
240 106 xX 106 8.7 36.2 
260 113 x 113 9.4 41.9 
280 119 x 119 10.1 47.9 
300 125 x 125 10.8 54.0 








The price of the ordinary German rolled steel girders, c.i.f. 
Alexandria, was, at the time of writing, about 157.70  frs. 
(61. 4s. 9d.) per ton of 1,000 kilograms. For an order of 2,000 
tons, the price is reduced by 1.50 frs. (1s. 2d.) a ton. 

In cast-iron tubing, Germany finds a serious competitor in 
Belgium, as the latter is able to send over a lighter and cheaper 
article. Egypt, however, imports large quantities of gas tubes 
and water piping from Germany, though England has still a good 
share of this trade. 

A very large proportion of the iron hooping for baling cotton 
still comes from England, though the Germans are making a strong 
effort to obtain a footing in the trade. For mild steel hoops—sizes 
$ in., in. and 1 in.—their production runs to, say, 8/. a ton duty 
paid at Alexandria. In coopering packing cases and barrels, 
German hoops are chiefly used. 

Bar iron from Germany—free on quay Alexandria—costs at 
present about 166 frs. (6. 11s. 4d.) a ton of 1,000 kilos. 

A trade in which the country under discussion has almost a 
monopoly, or at any rate by far the greatest share, is the one of 
supplying small portable steel rails for agricultural purposes. 
These light tramways for transport work are becoming more and 
more in evidence, and large quantities of rails, to say nothing of 
equipment, annually reach Egypt from Germany. The price is 
about the same as for girders. 


Ironmongery.—Whatever else may be said about German iron- 
mongery, there is no question of one thing, viz. : its cheapness. 
Big consignments of tools for carpenters, masons, shoemakers and 
so on are sent over at very low prices, and, as it is extremely 
difficult to make the natives understand that a dearer but better 
made article is the cheaper one in the long run, Birmingham trade 
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has suffered and will suffer in consequence. Cheap locks and hinges 
of every description together with nuts, bolts, and window fasteners 
all find a good market in Egypt. Speaking generally, the 
windows in that country are of the French pattern, whilst the 
doors are also composed of two leaves opening in the centre. The 
main supplies of hooks and eyes with which they are fitted—in order 
to keep them open for purposes of ventilation—come from Germany. 


Lace.—The principal lace article sent from Germany is the well 
known Plauen lace, which is manufactured in the town of that 
name, the price ranging from 13d. to 1s. 7d. the metre. The tulle 
lace is now in vogue in Egypt, though some four or five years ago 
guipure held the market. A trade, too, is gradually but surely 
being built up in cheap cotton lace as,” for example, collars used 
for making up with low priced blouses. These collars, which are 
very often a good imitation of Maltese work, cost from 12s.6d.adozen 
c.i.f. Alexandria. Lace insertions vary from 14d. to 3d. the metre. 


Lamps.—F or white metal lamps, England cannot touch Germany 
so far as price is concerned. Small table lamps of the ordinary 
shape with glass shades can be bought c.i.f. Alexandria at 23s. 3d., 
22s. 2d. and 11. 0s. 8d. a dozen. ‘These lamps are similar in out- 
ward appearance to the English production, but the latter are 
much superior with regard to durability, reliability, and finish. 
Another factor tending to militate against the sale of English 
lamps is the difficulty experienced in buying wicks to fit them. 
It is true that English wicks are largely sold in Egypt but they 
are cut to the Continental standards, and will not fit the British 
lamps, which are made to the Home sizes. The German incan- 
descent mantles are much inferior to those from home, but it is 
the price which tells. 


Electrical Appliances.—Some of the large German electrical firms 
have recently established branch offices in Egypt, and are actively 
canvassing for business, especially in connection with large 
electrical installations. 


Perfumery.— Although Germany has only so far captured a small 
share of the trade in perfumery, several houses are endeavouring 
to obtain a firmer hold on the Egyptian market. A very large 
Arab business is done at from 95 frs. (3s. 11d.) to 12 frs. (9s. 6d.) 
a dozen—size of bottle, excluding the stopper, nine centimetres— 
though in some instances, the figure reaches as high as 50 frs. 
(1. 19s. 6d.). The German travellers in perfumery come over 
twice a year, the first visit being arranged so as to fall some 6 or 7 
months before the Arab feast of Byram, the second one being a 
month or so before the same date. With every gross, the purchaser 
obtains one dozen gratis, and in the case of an expensive article 
he will receive the proportionate allowance on six dozen. Five per 
cent, is usually offered for cash within 30 to 60 days. 
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Pianos.—The statistics contained in the table on p. 205 clearly 
show that Germany has secured the lion’s share of the trade in 
musical instruments. With regard to pianos, her goods, whilst 
being somewhat cheaper than the English ones, possess the great 
advantage, from a selling point of view, of a more ornate—though 
in some instances the word ‘ showy” would be correct—exterior. 
As the proprietor of one of the largest pianoforte stores in Egypt 
recently said to the writer ‘‘ An instrument with a plain top and 
front is no use for this country.” Other things being equal, the 
average foreigner in Egypt prefers to buy something to look at, 
and it is almost unnecessary to say that this statement applies with 
very much greater force in the case of the native. The German 
has grasped the point and obliges: the result is easily ascertained 
by a glance at the Customs returns. 

It is rather a sign of the times to find that piano dealers have done 
a much larger trade with the Arabs during the last two or three years. 


Safes—Up to the present time the trade in German safes has 
only attained very small proportions, but the business is a growing 
one, and will, doubtless, considerably expand during the course of 
the next few years. As an example of price, we may mention that 
a safe of German manufacture, stated to be fire and burglar proof, 
and, in addition, fall proof, can be bought, complete with box, for 
about 113 frs. c.i.f. Alexandria. The outside measurements of the 
safe in question are 58 by 48 by 40 centimetres. 


Shawls—During the ten years between 1895 and 1905 
Germany increased her returns for shawls from £ E. 1,842 to 
£ E. 45,724 per annum, and her share of Egypt’s total trade in 
this article rose from 4°5 per cent to 41°8 per cent. The shawls 
most in favour are the large embroidered ones —1} to 2 yards in 
length—used by the Arab women. ‘I'he main sources of supply 
are Bavaria and Saxony, the goods being usually made by the 
peasants in their homes. The dealer and retailer in Egypt 
buy by weight, though, in certain cases, the articles are sold 
by the dozen. The former, however, is the usual method, the 
customer stipulating that so many kilograms must contain so 
many dozen shawls. A further provision is made with regard to 
colour. The price c.if. Alexandria may be taken at about 
6 marks (6s.) the kilogram. A cheaper kind of shaw! made of wool 
and cotton is also sold, the price being about 2 marks (2s.) the kilo. 


Woollen Goods.—A very large proportion of Germany’s woollen 
trade is done in an article known as “ Kaftan,” which is a kind of 
heavy white flannel. ‘The Bedouin uses the material as an article 
of apparel in the form of a long white blanket wrapped round 
him over his clothes. The cloth is also used in the making 
up of mantles for the Arab women. The wholesale price of 
Kaftan is about 2°50 frs. (1s. 11d.) to 4 frs. (8s. 2d.) the metre, 


single width. 
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FOREIGN TRADE AND SHIPPING OF CHINA IN 1905. 


The following article on the foreign trade and shipping of China 
in 1905 is based on the “‘ Abstract of Statistics and Report on the 
Foreign Trade of China” for 1905, recently published by order of 
the Inspector-General of the Chinese Imperial Customs, and is in 
continuation of the article published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 29th June and 6th July, 1905. 

| NoTE.—The average value of the Haikwan tael is stated to 
have been 2s. 102d. in 1904, and 3s. 04d. in 1905. 100 Haikwan 
taels = 111-40 Shanghai taels, for which exchange quotations are 
made. Picul = 1334 lbs. av. or 3 piculs = 400 lbs. | 


I.— General. 


The year 1904 closed with general anticipation of brilliant trade 
prospects for the coming year, and, with a market depleted of stocks 
of cotton goods, orders were placed for supplies sufficient to meet 
the most sanguine expectation. It is doubtful, however, if the 
actual consumption by the people, except only in the North, has 
been much, if any, above the normal, and the excess of imports 
over the average of the last few years is probably, much of it, still 
in the hands of indenters and wholesale dealers. This is borne 
out by the known facts. 

With regard to the boycott of American goods, the general ver- 
dict is that not much injury has yet been caused to the American 
manufacturer and merchant. The final effect, however, cannot yet 
be seen, and the verdict must await the close of another year, or 
even later. The only immediate visible consequence of the 
climatic conditions (serious floods and storms) of the year, the 
war, and the boycott all combined, is that a larger proportion 
of imports than usual is left in first hands. 

Summing up generally the state of trade last year, the report 
says: “The North has shown great power and possibility of 
“ absorption of foreign goods, while the consumption in the Yangtze 
‘“‘ basin and the South has not increased ; and that exports have 
‘‘ generally shown no great development. It is also to be noted 
“that the Yangtze basin provides exports sufficient in value to 
“‘ pay for the imports it consumes, and that both North and South 
*‘ have consumed more in value than they have produced: but 
‘“‘ during the past year the North has been fed by the war, while 
‘the South constantly supplies a considerable export of emigrant 
** Jabour.*” 

In material development China continues to make progress, 
though somewhat slowly. The Peking-Hankow Railway is open 
for through traffic; but work on its prolongation, the Canton-, 
Hankow line, was deferred until it should be settled who was to 
construct it and with what funds, and is only now—March, 1906 
—being resumed under Chinese auspices and with Chinese capital. 





*The North has doubtless received supplies for the requirements of the 
belligerent forces, while remittances from the emigrated labour of the South help 
to balance her excess of imports. 
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Work on the Shanghai-Nanking line is begun, and it is expected 
that Shanghai and Soochow will be connected within the coming 
year. The Tonkin-Yunnan line (see pp. 109-10 of the “ Board 
of ‘Trade Journal” of 19th July) is under way, but the malarial 
condition of the country delays its progress. There is much 
prospecting for mines, but those opened within the last few 
years are to be found mainly in those provinces which have been 
under foreign influence. The telegraph service of the Empire on 
the 3lst December, 1905, worked with 346 stations, 21,379 miles 
length of line open, and 34,641 miles length of wire. 


II.—Foreign Trade. 

The total value of the foreign trade in 1905 was Hk. tls. 
674,988,988, an increase of 16 percent. To this total the northern, 
Yangtze, and contiel ports, from Newchwang to Wenchow, con- 
tributed 72 per cent.; the southern ports, from Santuao to Pakhoi, 

263 per cent.; and the frontier ports, 1} per cent. The share of 
Shanghai alone, as a primary importing and ultimate exporting 
port, was 53 per cent. of the whole trade of China, and 74 per 
cent. of that of the district commercially subsidiary to it. the 
disproportion of imports to exports has gone on increasing: im- 
ports were greater than in 1904 by 30 per cent., and exports were 
less by 5 per cent.; while imports fiodoe exports by 43 per cent. 
in 1904, and by no less than 97 per cent. in 1905. 

A large portion of the trade of China (usually 40 per cent. each 
of imports and exports) passes through Hong-Kong, although but, 
little comparatively can be consumed or produced in that port; 
this fact throws much obscurity over the figures of the annual 
value of the direct trade with each country given in the table on p. 217. 


III.—Imports. 

The total value of net imports (7.e., imports less re-exports) was 
Hk.tls. 447,100,791, to which the northern, Yangtze, and central 
ports contributed 76 per cent.; the southern ports, 224 per cent. ; 
and the frontier as 14 per cent. This total was Hk.tls. 
103,040,183 more than in 1904, the increase being provided, 
roughly, a half by cotton manufactures, a fourth by metals, and a 
fourth by sundries. [{Note.—All the figures of imports given in 
the following paragraphs are net, 1.¢e., imports less re-exports. | 

Cotton manufactures rose to the abnormal value of Hk.tls. 
181,452,953, which was 313 per cent. more than in 1904, on the 
inflated valuation of that year, and 30 per cent. more than the 
highest previously recorded import, that of 1902, when cotton 
values were more normal. Plain fabrics (undyed shirtings, sheet- 
ings, T-cloths, drills, and jeans) increased heavily, the importations 
in four years past having been as follows :— 





1902. 1903. 1904, 1905. 





Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. 
18,710,469 13,562,460 12,640,084 27,724,980 
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FOREIGN TRADE AND SHIPPING OF CHINA IN 1905. 


The following article on the foreign trade and shipping of China 
in 1905 is based on the “‘ Abstract of Statistics and Report on the 
Foreign Trade of China” for 1905, recently published by order of 
the Inspector-General of the Chinese Imperial Customs, and is in 
continuation of the article published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 29th June and 6th July, 1905. 

[NoTE.—The average value of the Haikwan tael is stated to 
have been 2s. 102d. in 1904, and 3s. 0;4d. in 1905. 100 Haikwan 
taels = 111-40 Shanghai taels, for which exchange quotations are 
made. Picul = 1334 lbs. av. or 3 piculs = 400 lbs. | 


I— General. 


The year 1904 closed with general anticipation of brilliant trade 
prospects for the coming year, and, with a market depleted of stocks 
of cotton goods, orders were placed for supplies sufficient to meet 
the most sanguine expectation. It is doubtful, however, if the 
actual consumption by the people, except only in the North, has 
been much, if any, above the normal, and the excess of imports 
over the average of the last few years is probably, much of it, still 
in the hands of indenters and wholesale dealers. This is borne 
out by the known facts. . 

With regard to the boycott of American goods, the general ver- 
dict is that not much injury has yet been caused to the American 
manufacturer and merchant. ‘The final effect, however, cannot yet 
be seen, and the verdict must await the close of another year, or 
even later. The only immediate visible consequence of the 
climatic conditions (serious floods and storms) of the year, the 
war, and the boycott all combined, is that a larger proportion 
of imports than usual is left in first hands. 

Summing up generally the state of trade last year, the report 
says: “The North has shown great power and possibility of 
“‘ absorption of foreign goods, while the consumption in the Yangtze 
‘“‘ basin and the South has not increased ; and that exports have 
‘* generally shown no great development. It is also to be noted 
“that the Yangtze basin provides exports sufficient in value to 
“* pay for the imports it consumes, and that both North and South 
*‘ have consumed more in value than they have produced: but 
‘“‘ during the past year the North has been fed by the war, while 
‘“‘ the South constantly supplies a considerable export of emigrant 
*¢ Jabour.*” 

In material development China continues to make progress, 
though somewhat slowly. The Peking-Hankow Railway is open 
for through traffic; but work on its prolongation, the Canton-, 
Hankow line, was deferred until it should be settled who was to 
construct it and with what funds, and is only now—March, 1906 
—being resumed under Chinese auspices and with Chinese capital. 





*The North has doubtless received supplies for the requirements of the 
belligerent forces, while remittances from the emigrated labour of the South help 
to balance her excess of imports. 
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Work on the Shanghai-Nanking line is begun, and it is expected 
that Shanghai and Soochow will be connected within the coming 
year. The Tonkin-Yunnan line (see pp. 109-10 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 19th July) is under way, but the malarial 
condition of the country delays its progress. There is much 
prospecting for mines, but those opened within the last few 
years are to be found mainly in those provinces which have been 
under foreign influence. The telegraph service of the Empire on 
the 3lst December, 1905, worked with 346 stations, 21,379 miles 
length of line open, and 34,641 miles length of wire. 


II.—Foreign Trade. 

The total value of the foreign trade in 1905 was Hk. tls. 
674,988,988, an increase of 16 percent. To this total the northern, 
Yangtze, and central ports, from Newchwang to Wenchow, con- 
tributed 72 per cent. ; the southern ports, from Santuao to Pakhoi, 
263 per cent.; and the frontier ports, 14 per cent. The share of 
Shanghai alone, as a primary importing and ultimate exporting 
port, was 53 per cent. of the whole trade of China, and 74 per 
cent. of that of the district commercially subsidiary to it. ae 
disproportion of imports to exports has gone on increasing : 1m- 
ports were greater than in 1904 by 30 per cent., and exports were 
less by 5 per cent.; while imports exceeded exports by 43 per cent. 
in 1904, and by no less than 97 per cent. in 1905. 

A large portion of the trade of China (usually 40 per cent. each 
of imports and exports) passes through Hong-Kong, although but 
little comparatively can be consumed or produced in that port ; 
this fact throws much obscurity over the figures of the annual 
value of thedirect trade with each country given in the table on p. 217. 


III.—Imports. 

The total value of net imports (?.e., imports less re-exports) was 
Hk.tls. 447,100,791, to which the northern, Yangtze, and central 
ports contributed 76 per cent.; the southern ports, 224 per cent. ; 
and the frontier ports, 14 per cent. This total was Hk.tls. 
103,040,183 more than in 1904, the increase being provided, 
roughly, a half by cotton manufactures, 8 fourth by metals, and a 
fourth by sundries. [Note.—All the figures of imports given in 
the following paragraphs are net, 1.¢., imports less re-exports. | 

Cotton manufactures rose to the abnormal value of Hk.tls. 
181,452,953, which was 313 per cent. more than in 1904, on the 
inflated valuation of that year, and 30 per cent. more than the 
highest previously recorded import, that of 1902, when cotton 
values were more normal. Plain fabrics (undyed shirtings, sheet- 
ings, T-cloths, drills, and jeans) increased heavily, the importations 
in four years past having been as follows :— 








1902. 1903. 1904. 1905. 
Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. 
18,710,469 13,562,460 12,640,084 27,724,980 
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Of the plain fabrics named above, supplies came from the principal 
producing countries in the following proportions :— 








oom 1903. 1904, 1905, 

Pieces. Pieces. Pieces. 
Great Britain i) 2. 22 “eae 8,109,020 13,548,025 
America ial me pon a 4,782,141 3,703,548 12,566,093 
Japan coal _ _ wt 730,723 607,312 780,580 
India... he ies aa ia 53,806 183,461 650,636 














To the import of 1905 the English mills contributed 49 per cent. ; 
the American, 45 per cent.; the Japanese, 3 per cent.; and the 
Indian, a little over 2 per cent. Fancy goods. with a reduced cost 
for raw material, increased in value from Hk.tls. 24,162,260 in 
1904 to Hk.tls. 27,320,865 in 1905. The increase in quantities is 
very general, and is most marked in chintzes and prints, cotton 
Italians and lastings, and cotton blankets. Cotton yarn increased 
generally, even English spinnings sharing in the advance; the 
total increased from 2,280,878 to 2,553,797 piculs, of which India 
contributed 1,846,846 piculs and Japan 681,442 piculs. For this 
year yarn has been swamped in the inflow of fabrics, and from a 
general average, taking one year with another, of a half of the 
value of all cotton manufactures, the value of yarn has fallen to 36 
per cent. of the whole. The mills of China have, however, had a 
busy and profitable year, and have supplied a larger proportion of 
the demand than formerly, being helped out by a fall in the 
Shanghai price of cotton coinciding with the rise in the price 
elsewhere. | 

The import of metals was more than doubled in value. Brass, 
lead, tin, and quicksilver were less in quantity and value, the 
reduced import of lead being attributable to the reduced export of 
tea and, to some extent, to the increased price in Western markets. 
Iron and steel were considerably increased in nearly every kind. 
Of the total value of all metals, Hk.tls. 45,428,998, copper contri- 
buted over two-thirds, the importation (excluding wire) in the past 
three years having been as follows :— 








| 
iil | 1903. 1904. 1905. 
Quantity... cee Piculs 91,971 289,528 964,621 
Wes eu Hk.tls.| 2,506,741 8,704,322 31,133,551 














At the same time spelter increased from 1,090 piculs in 1903, 
and 14,326 piculs in 1904, to 32,472 piculs in 1905. The year 
1903 already exceeded the normal importation, and the increase 
since that year may be safely assigned to purchases for the mints. 
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Foreign rice was imported in smaller quantities, 2,227,916 
piculs, against 3,356,830 piculs in 1904. 


Cigars and cigarettes continue to increase, the value rising from 
Hk.tls. 3,279,718 in 1904 to Hk.tls. 4,734,579 in 1905. House- 
hold stores also increased from Hk.tls. 1,491,817 to Hk.tls. 
2,384,534, and wines, beer, and spirits from Hk.tls. 2,077,509 to 
Hk.tls. 3,028,417. In addition, there were household stores 
of a value of Hk. tls. 516,867, and wines, beer, and spirits 
worth Hk.tls. 474,607, re-exported during the year to foreign 
countries. It is probable that much of this million taels 
worth found its way to the canteens of both of the belligerent 
forces, and that the amount would have been greater had the 
neutral zone between the two not been pushed to the north. 


Flour, 931,761 piculs, was about the same as in 1904; but 
whereas in former years the importation was entirely from 
American mills, during 1905 Australia has advanced into the 
market. Including re-exports, mainly from Shanghai in the 


direction of the seat of war, the import of flour was 939,447 
piculs in 1904 and 988,423 piculs in 1905. 


Under dyes it is to be noted that natural dyes, such as man- 
grove bark, sapanwood, and indigo, are yielding place more and 
more to coal tar products. 


Kerosene oil maintains its position, the importation, 153,471,831 
gallons, having been only 3,419,404 gallons less than the already 
much increased import of 1904. To the totals of 1904 and 1905, 
American oil contributed 43 and 52 per cent.; Russian, 21 and 8 
per cent.; Sumatra, 85 and 382 per cent. respectively; while 
Borneo (including Langkat) rose from insignificant proportions to 
7 per cent. of the whole. The reduction in Russian oil is explain- 
able by the wholesale destruction of the producing plant in the 
Baku region, and to this cause is attributable the failure of the 
boycott to affect the importation of the American product. 


Railway Plant increased from Hk.tls. 6,046,459 to Hk.tls. 
7,346,739, in addition to half a million taels separately recorded 
for steel rails. Other machinery increased from Hk.tls. 2,660,039 
to Hk.tls. 5,336,927. 


Sugar from foreign countries continues to increase, the total 
quantity of all kinds (brown, candy, white, and refined) havin 
risen from 3,202,980 piculs in 1903, and 3,747,568 piculs in 1904, 
to 4,620,675 piculs in 1905. How much of this is Chinese sugar 
re-imported from Hong Kong cannot be stated, but in 1905 the 
total export of all kinds from China was only 519,211 piculs, and 
re-imports must be within this limit. The continued increase in 
refined sugar is noticeable. 
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IV.— Exports. 


The total value of exports was Hk.tls. 227,888,197, to which the 
northern, Yangtze, and central ports contributed 63 per cent., the 
the southern ports 35 per cent., and the frontier ports 2 per cent. 
This total was Hk.tls. 11,598,486 less than in 1904, the three 
categories of raw cotton, silk, and tea being reduced in value by 
25 million taels. The reduction is attributable to bad crops of the 
main staples and adverse exchange marked by unexpected rises to 
which trade had not time to adapt itself. 


Tea accounts for much of the reduced value.of exports, the value 
of shipments in 1904 being Hk.tls. 30,201,964, and in 1905 
Hk.tls. 25,445,652, the reduction being occasioned both by 
diminished quantities and lower prices. Black leaf was less by 
152,000 piculs, the export in 1905, viz., 597,045 piculs, being 
valued at an average price of Hk.tls. 21:30, against Hk.tls. 22°10 
in 1904. The cold wet spring ruined the flavour of the first crop 
and reduced the quantity, and when the better quality of the later 
pickings gave prospects of an improved market, adverse exchange 
operated to keep silver prices low. Green leaf was pronounced to 
be generally the worst for years, and though the exports, 242,128 
piculs, maintained the figures of 1904, the average price was 
Hk.tls. 34°25, against Hk.tls. 39°25 in 1904. Brick tea, black 
and green together, increased froin 447,695 to 518,498 piculs, 
which still is 100,000 piculs below the ante-bellum export of 1908. 


Silk and its products contributed to the total export trade of the 
year a sum of Hk.tls. 70,393,833, being 31 per cent. of all exports; 
this sum was nearly 8 million taels less than in 1904, and silk and 
tea together account for the whole of the reduction in the value of 
the export trade. In native reelings of white raw silk the export 
fell from 34,238 piculs (Shanghai, 30,482 piculs; Canton, 3,733 
piculs) in 1904 to 24,270 piculs (Shanghai, 21,430 piculs ; Canton, 
2,839 piculs) in 1905; and in filature reelings, from 47,287 piculs 
(Shanghai, 12,754 piculs; Canton, 34,521 piculs) in 1904 to 
45,347 piculs (Shanghai, 12,791 piculs; Canton, 32,378 piculs) in 
1905. Yellow silk was but little altered, while wild silk fell from 
38,527 to 25,584 piculs. 1t will be seen that the loss has fallen 
chiefly on the Shanghai trade, accounted for by the effect of the 
inclement spring on the silkworm and the mulberry on which it 
feeds and by the yearly increasing demand for home weaving. 

Disease continues to affect the Chinese silkworm, and producers 
in China will do well to take steps to remedy it. 


Beancake, though shipped in largely increased quantities, failed 
to reach the normal level of 1903, exports being 2,897,948 piculs 
in 1905 and 3,403,704 piculs in 1903. Of the 1905 shipments, 
over a half came from Manchuria, notwithstanding the restriction 
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imposed by want of transportation facilities from the interior, 
more than a fourth from Shantung, and a fifth from Yangtze ports. 


Raw cotton resumed a lower and more normal level, with ship- 
ments of 789,273 piculs, valued at an average of Hk.tls. 15°25 
against Hk.tls. 20°20, the inflated value of 1904; the decrease in 
the value of the export is therefore greater in proportion than the 
decrease in quantity, and amounts to nearly 13 million taels. The 
crop was affected in both quantity and quality by floods, and the 
market was particularly influenced by exchange, since the crop of 
1905 was gathered during the autumn rise in the price of silver. 


Eggs found a market abroad to a value of Hk.tls. 2,021,589. 
The entire export of albumen was through Shanghai. Of eggs 30 
per cent. was supplied from Shanghai and nearly 60 per cent. from 
Kwangtung ports. 

Cow and Buffalo Hides were exported in much smaller quantities, 
an indication rather of agricultural prosperity, since, in China, no 
cattle are raised for a foreign market, and beef is not an article of 
diet with the Chinese. 

Matting was again exported in diminished quantity, and the 
hope expressed in the last report of a revival of this trade has not 
been realised. 

In Metals, shipments of antimony and of quicksilver were 
reduced, while the export of Chinese pig-iron was doubled and that 
of tin from the Yunnan mines increased by a half. 

Oil Seeds were exported in largely increased quantity, this being 
especially true of sesamum seed, which was benefited by the 
climatic conditions which injured cotton, silk, and tea. Rape seed 
(19,751 piculs), though increased from 1904 (5,417 piculs), did 
not attain the figures of 1903 (147,483 piculs) and 1902 (236,472 
piculs). 

Straw braid was exported in larger quantities, rising from 
86,110 piculs in 1904 to 110,222 piculs. The trade expanded 
chiefly owing to the readiness with which the Chinese middlemen 
met the adverse rising exchange by lowering their silver prices ; 
but there have been the same complaints of fraudulent packing, a 
matter to which the guilds will do well to pay attention. 

Sugar shows signs of recovery, owing to a very large increase in 
shipments from Kiungchow. South China in general, however, 
appears unable to compete with the modern methods of the Dutch 
Indies, and eastern sugar is more and more replaced for dainty 
palates by the refined article. 


On the whole, the year has been bad for the Chinese producer 
and the exporter. 
V.—Foreign Trade by Ports. 
The following table shows the value for each Treaty port, of the 
net foreign imports (1.e., the value of the foreign goods imported, 
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whether direct from foreign countries, or from other Treaty ports, 
less the value of the foreign goods re-exported during the year), 
and of the total exports of native produce from each '‘l'reaty port 






































in the years 1904 and 1905 :— 














1904. 1905. 
Treaty Ports. 

Net Foreign ee Net Foreign oi 
manpeet. Produce.* aap, Produce.* 
Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. || Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. 
Newchwang 19,241,607 | 12,159,486 || 31,003,143 | 12,030,984 
Chinwangtao 5,836,591 8,312,602 15,087,565 3,033;959 
Tientsin 36,178,019 | 14,895,379 || 69,640,982 | 14,739,359 
Chefoo 12,773,142 | 12,686,154 17,156,771 | 11,952,125 
Kiaochow} ... 8,746,768 6,249,071 10,830,947 7,225,258 
Chung King .. «ee -14,687,791 | 10,952,028 |} 11,554,982 | 11,169,256 
Ichang aos — «| 1,004,463 1,530,404 1,142,670 1,708,735 
Shasi oe eel | Sn 622,043 789,213 458,418 
Changsha 1,989,237 614,395 3,587,043 1,621,874 
Yochow 1,015,203 898,816 147,086 316,956 
Hankow 37,150,383 | 63,085,050 || 47,510,919 | 57,205,350 
Kiukiang 10,565,854 | 12,302,165 9,774,693 | 12,154,663 
Wuhu We oe 7,672,032 | 13,306,930 7,333,470 | 21,169,808 
Nanking ... eee 4,345,987 3,529,929 6,267,842 3,245,518 
Chinkiang ... _ 17,710,383 8,381,625 18,129,179 9,053,750 
Shanghai 45,288,100 | 80,187,434 92,207,173 72,104,246 
Soochow 530,547 | 1,883,911 1,196,313 | 2,465,178 
Ningpo... one «| 10,343,657 8,001,141 9,868,282 6,151,744 
Hangchow ... _ e.| 5,144,223 9,158,519 4,438,522 | 10,200,623 
Wenchow ... 1,124,489 866,905 1,044,745 750,706 
Santuao 35,649 1,941,553 18,196 2,182,442 
Foochow 8,511,437 7,217,002 8,904,635 7,351,440 
Amoy _ 9,942,746 2,682,518 9,348,087 3,048,840 
Swatow 14,300,051 | 14,664,863 14,635,385 | 13,834,319 
Wuchow 7,512,488 3,277,791 7,477,070 3,247,535 
Samshui 2,647,802 2,313,353 2,260,218 1,391,011 
Kongmoon ... 1,603,905 937,844 2,226,078 1,182,898 
Canton 25,959,120 | 43,361,439 || 26,176,790 | 41,697,433 
Kiungchow... 2,460,470 2,469,878 2,929,062 3,697,151 
Pakhoi 1,869,606 1,122,423 1,838,300 974,090 
Kowloonf ... 17,803,705 | 15,890,890 |} 22,513,595 | 14,719,867 
Lappat... 5,087,354 5,850,549 4,688,706 5,466,117 
Lungchow+ 293,180 102,346 163,330 67,122 
Mengtszt 6,063,777 4,683,522 4,801,109 4,791,836 
Szemaot ... sae we 221,753 45,230 205,168 41,680 
Tengyuebf ... one «| 1,747,820 337,684 1,443,216 236,783 
Total Hk. Taels.| 348,603,090 | 371,522,872 || 458,340,485 | 362,688,974 























* Inclusive of exports to other Chinese ports. 










+ In the case of there ports the imports are styled ‘‘ Foreign goods inwards” 
and the exports “ Native goods outwards.” 

In addition to the net foreign imports shown in the above table, 
the value of the net native imports for all the Treaty ports in 1905 
was 166,884,461 Hk. taels, as compared with 163,073,177 Hk. taels 
in 1904. The values of the exports of native produce from each 
port given in the foregoing table include those sent abroad and 
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those sent to other Chinese ports. In the returns under review 
these figures are not distinguished separately for each port, but 
the values of the total exports from all ports is stated to have 
been made up in 1904 and 1905 as follows :— 


Exports. 





From Chinese Treaty Ports. 1904. 1905. 





Hk. Taels, Hk. Taels. 
Value of exports, abroad __... ens ia | 239,486,683 227,888,197 
home trade atl ‘iat .-| 132,036,189 134,800,777 


? 9? 





Total exports --» Hk. Taels| 371,522,872 362,688,974 











VI.—Foreign Trade by Countries. 

The following table shows the value of the imports (not deduct- 
ing re-exports to foreign countries) into and the exports from all 
the Treaty ports from and to the principal foreign countries in the 
years 1904 and 1905 :— 





1904. 1905. 
| . 


Imports | Imports 
(including Exports. (including | Exports. 
re-exports.) re-exports). 





From and To— 








| 











Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. || Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels. 

United Kingdom ... .-.| 57,220,955 | 15,269,963 86,472,343 | 18,064,270 
Hong-Kong* at .--| 141,085,010 | 86,858,017 || 148,071,198 | 81,452,643 
India - don ---| 32,219,712 | 2,386,781 34,798,437 2,720,540 
Singapore and Straits... 4,061,919 | 3,667,151 | 4,061,088 3,803,481 
Australia, New Zealand, &c. 494,856 | 218,290 || 1,538,747 71,928 
South Africa and Mauritius 2,243 | 98,279 13,523 55,252 
Canada... ae ve| 2,162,174 | 531,561 2,387,658 406,391 
British Empire .--| 237,246,869 | 109,030,042 || 277,342,994 | 106,574,505 








Japant ... _ .-.| 50,164,056 | 37,985,858 61,315,248 | 35,464,963 
Europe (except Russia) ...} 23,512,933 | 44,512,544 31,595,674 | 36,013,088 
United States of America..) 29,180,946 | 27,087,975 76,916,838 | 27,030,772 
Russian Empiref ... «| 4,467,476 5,056,362 2,017,012 9,432,117 
Macao one eee | 2,894,593 5,058,741 2,921,923 4,823,693 
French Indo-China ..| 1,754,750 2,953,718 1,653,572 2,324,692 
Corea cee ove ove 879,320 1,390,695 1,753,701 2,185,927 
Other countries ... .--| 7,343,720 6,409,748 5,677,570 4,038,440 

Total ... ene .-.| 357,444,663 | 239,486,683 || 461,194,532 | 227,888,197 

















* The imports from Hong-Kong come originally from, and the exports to that 
Colony are further carried on to, the United Kingdom, America, Anstralia, India, 
Straits Settlements, and the Coast Ports of China. 

+ Including Formosa. t Including Siberia. 

NoTE.—The difference between the values of the total imports as given in this 
table, and those shown in the table on the previous page is explained by the fact 
that the figures in the above table only refer to the direct imports of foreign goods 
at each port from foreign countries, and omitting goods in transit to other China 


ports. 
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VII.—The Tea Export Trade. 


The report also gives particulars of the export of tea direct to 
foreign countries. The total quantity thus exported for the last 





four years is stated to have been as follows :— 


mx. 














— 1902. | 1903. 1904, 1905. 
Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Black 687,288 749,116 749,002 597,045 
Green 253,757 301,620 241,146 242,128 
Dust dee “— - 973 657 8,856 6,768 
Brick - ee ite 570,037 618,458 447,695 518,498 
Tablet - “és 7,1E6 7,679 4,550 4,859 
Total... .. Piculs| 1,519,211 1,677,530 1,451,249 1,369,298 
All kinds overiand to Siberia 
and Russia from Hankow 
via the Han River and 
Fancheng... 31,334 5,631 2,706 2,728 
Saisie pated Piculs| 1,550,545 1,683,161 1,453,955 1,372,026 
Lbs.|206,739,000 (224,421,466 (193,860,666 {182,936,800 

















— 


The following 


table shows the countries of destination of all 


kinds of tea exported in the last two years—1904 and 1905 :— 





























Exported to— 1904. 1905. 

British Empire— Piculs. Piculs. 
United Kingdom 367,110 356,853 
Hong-Kong 115,393 83,659 
India 9,333 9,918 
Singapore and Straits... bi 4,314 5,692 
Australia and New Zealand ... 8,082 1,959 
South Africa and Mauritius... 1,673 1,237 
Canada ... 12,354 9,624 
Total British Empire 518,259 468,942 

Russian Empire— 

Kuropean ports ; - 94.452 152,242 
Overland via Tientsin and Kiakhta 327,184 395,298 
Pacific ports 2,520 53,059 
Overland from Hankow 2,706 2,728 
Total Russian Empire 426,862 | 603,327 
United States of America .. ' 226,009 182,123 
Europe (except Russia and United Kingdom).. 211,846 60,075 
Other countries 70,979 57,559 
Total { Piculs|; 1,453,955 1,372,026 
if ” ah wip ) Lbs. |193,860,666 182,936,800 
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VIII—Shipping at Treaty Ports in 1905. 


With regard to the shipping at the various Treaty ports, the 
following table shows the number and tonnage of the shipping 
(steamers and sailing vessels) entered and cleared at the Chinese 
Treaty ports in 1904 and 1905, distinguishing the principal 
nationalities :— 





“Pr 





























Flag. 1904, 1905. 
| 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British wa on .--| 31,298 | 32,933,873 || 30,442 | 35,095,658 
German a obs wa | 6,841 7,602,304 7,337 8,187,871 
Japanese | 5,755 4,290,350 || 25,850 6,238,918 
French... a _ _ wo| 2,647 1,264,320 6,184 1,699,121 
American... wih ne | 27,716 924,809 689 1,293,416 
Swedish and Norwegian | 1,596 1,404,648 3,424 3,079,292 
Russian he - pha evel 81 56,279 36 82,155 
All other foreign vessels | 1,036 530,152 1,242 671,764 
Total foreign vessels -| 76,970 | 49,006,735 || 75,204 | 56,348,195 
= 
Chinese shipping* ..| 25,482 9,779,152 || 35,076 | 11,349,911 
Chinese junkst »-.| 121,383 4,988,819 || 113,679 5,057,441 
Total Chinese val 146,865 14,767,971 || 148,755 16,407,352 
Grand total ...| 223,885 | 63,774,706 || 223.959 | 72,755,547 
| 


























* Vessels of the foreign type owned by Chinese, and sailing under the Chinese 
flag. 
T Vessels of native type, built and owned by Chinese, entered and cleared at the 
Imperial Maritime Customs. 


IX.—Share of the United Kingdom in the Trade of China. 


The following table shows the predominant share which [the 
United Kingdom holds in the total volume of the trade and 
shipping at the Treaty ports of the Chinese Empire, and in the 
dues and duties paid at those ports, as compared with other nations 
in the year 1905 :— ) 


























Duties paid 
hata Share of | Share of | on cargoes | Tonnage 
cain : q foreign | coasting | (foreign | dues 
ployed. | trade. trade. j|and coast-| paid. 
ing trade). 
Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. 
British 48°2 56°5 46°5 54°3 51°7 
German 11°3 12°6 79 11-4 16°5 
Japanese ... 8°6 19 58 3°3 4° 
All other foreign n 9°3 17°9 4°4 12°2 22°1 
77°4 88°9 64°6 81°2 94°4 
Chinese 22°6 111 35°4 18°8 5°6 
100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


A copy of the ‘Canada Gazette” for 14th July last has been 

Foreign Carrency received which contains an Order-in-Council, 

Beuivaleate dated 25th June last, cancelling the Order-in- 

: Council of 11th July, 1905, and, at the same 

time, fixing revised values of various Foreign Currencies for 
Customs purposes in the Dominion. 

The list of Foreign Currencies enumerated in the Order-in- 
Council is in considerable detail ; copies may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SOUTH AFRICA: 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Cape Government a 
Sccieeen copy of Act 1 of 1906, assented to and promul- 
sian gated on 29th June last, and which amends the 
Tariff Act. 1906 Customs Amendment and Tariff Act of 1908, 

, ’ and effects other alterations in the Customs 
Laws of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The present Act ratifies and confirms the provisions of the 
Customs Union Convention of 1906, and provides, inter alia, for 
the imposition of the Customs Union rates of duty on goods 
imported into the Colony. 

The Act, which will come into operation upon a date to be 
hereafter fixed by Proclamation (see below), also makes provision 
for the coming into operation of the new duties on certain specified 
articles which are as follows :— 








. Date of Operation of 
Ai ticles New Duty. 
alata corrugated iron, or steel sheets a 1st September, 1906. 
Match splints ... eee _ ose son .-- | Ist October, 1906. 








A further Proclamation (No. 202 of 1906) has also been received, 

which notifies that the Customs Amendment 

Pe sae oe and Tariff Act of 1906 shall come into operation 

On Ist July, 1906. 

The Proclamation specifies each of the separate States which 
constitute the South African Customs Union. 

(The list is the same as that given under the Natal Notice 

below.] 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 
NATAL. 


With reference to the Notices which appeared in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” on 31st May (p. 412) and 
ponte aire 7th June last (p. 472) respecting the new South 
Duties Act. 1906 African Customs Convention of 1906, the Board 

' ‘ of Trade have now received a copy of an Act 
(No. 9 of 1906), dated 29th June, 1906, providing for the entry of 
Natal into the South African Customs Union, and at the same 
time amending the Jaw relating to Customs Tariffs in that colony. 

The present Act, which repeals the Customs Union and Customs 
Duties Act of 1903, embodies the provisions of the South African 
Customs Convention of 1906, and provides that it shall come into 
force on Ist July, 1906, except so far as it relates to the earlier 
enforcement (i.e., 25th May, 1906) of increased duties as provided 
by Sections 68, 69 and 71 of the Natal Customs Consolidation and 
Shipping Act of 1899, 

Provision is further made for the continuation of the imposition 
of the duties under the old Customs Duties Act of 1903 upon the 
undermentioned articles to the following dates, after which they 
will be subject to the provisions of the present Act :— 


Customs Union 





: Date of Operation of 
Articles. Old Duty. 





Second-hand clothing ... To 30th June. 1906 
. , 


Skimmed milk ... 


Wood... eae 
Corrugated iron To 3lst August, 1906. 


Match splints ... ies i yo ad i To 3lst December, 1906. 


a i . 

a a ~ 

. 7 - 
—O 








It is also provided that in the case of second-hand clothing, 
skimmed milk and match splints, proof must be given, to the 
satisfaction of the proper officer of Customs, that contracts for the 


purchase of the said articles were entered into prior to 25th May, 
1906. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” for 29th June last, contains a 
roclamation (No. 89 of 1906) notifying that, 

re of oe fa ra with the oraionn of the 
bes a es eg Customs Union and Customs Duties Act, 
omaiiiie 1906, a rebate of the whole of the Customs 

B- duties will be allowed upon soap and other 
substances imported for, and used exclusively in connection with, 
the industry of wool-washing in the Colony. 







































222 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, Aug. 2, 1906, 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains a further Proclamation 

i No. 90 of 1966) notifying, under Section 3 of 

vere Pa of Customs “Ys ssa | Suspouns Duties Act of 

a 1906, the names and designations of the various 

; colonies, etc., constituting the Customs Union. 

These names, which are the same as those constituting the 

previous Customs Union of South Africa, are given below for 
reference :— 


Ths Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
The Colony of Natal. 

The Orange River Colony. 

The Colony of the Transvaal. 

The Territory of Southern Rhodesia. 
Basutoland. 

The Bechuanaland Protectorate. 


Swaziland. 
Barotzeland (North-Western Rhodesia.) 


A further Proclamation (No. 91 of 1906) is given in the “ Gazette ” 
Richions laying down Customs Regulations under which 
Deviations the above-mentioned Customs Union and 

Customs Duties Act of 1906 in the Colony of 


Natal will be carried out. 
‘These Regulations, which take effect from 1st July, 1906, are, 


for the most part, the same as those previously in force, and 
relate to— 


1. The removal of goods from the Colony to places within the 
Union. 


Spirits distilled and beer brewed within the Union. 
Rebate duty on soap, &c., used for wool-washing. 
The removal of goods in bond. 


Removal of prohibited goods, and goods on which duty 
may be suspended. 


Rebate of Customs duties on goods, the produce, &c., of 
the United Kingdom, &c. 


7. Importations oversea from places not in the Union. 


8. Importations oversea from, and exportations oversea to, 
places in the Union. 


a 


om 


ad 


It is to be remarked that the regulations providing for a rebate 
of duty, under Articles III. and IV. of the Convention on goods, 
the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, &c., are 
practically the same as those previously in force. 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 
TRANSVAAL, ORANGE RIVER COLONY, BASUTOLAND, 
BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE, AND 
NORTH-WESTERN RHODESIA. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Customs Ordinances, 
Proclamations, and Government N otices, pro- 
Customs Union ‘ding 

viding for carrying into effect various provi- 


erate rs sions of the new South African Customs Union 
’ Convention of 1906, as follows :— 





| , 
Colony. Authority. | Subject Matter. 





Transvaal... ...| Ordinance 4 of 1906 ... | Customs Union Tariff. 
Proclamation 55 of 1906 ... | Suspension of duty on fresh, 


chilled, or frozen meat; and 
animals for slaughter. 

Rebate of duty on methylated 
spirits, articles for H.M. 
Forces, and the Governor or 
Lieut.-Governor. 

Free importation of Mozam- 
bique and British Central 
Africa Protectorate produce 
(except spirits). 

Government Notices 652-4 | Customs regulations. 





of 1906 
Orange River Colony | Ordinance 14 of 1906 __... | Customs Union Tariff. 
Basutoland ... ...| Proclamation 8 of 1906 ... | Customs Union Tariff. 
Government Notice 62 of | Suspension of duty on fresh, 
1906 chilled, or frozen meat and 


animals for slaughter. 
Government Notice 64 of | Free importation of wines and 
1906 spirits for the use of the 
Resident Commissioner. 
Government Notice 65 of | Customs Regulations. 
1906 


Bechuanaland Pro-| Proclamation 9 of 1906 ... | Customs Union Tariff. 
tectorate Government Notice 63 of | Suspension of duty on fresh, 
1906 chilled, or frozen meat, and 


animals for slaughter. 
Government Notice 66 of ; Customs Regulations. 
1906 
Barotziland (N.W./| Government Notice 10 of | Customs Union Tariff. 

Rhodesia) 1906 











The above Ordinances, Proclamations, and Government Notices 
may be consulted by persons interested on application at the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 


Basinghall Street, H.C. 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE: 


A copy of tho “ Official Gazette of the Hast Africa and Uganda 
ete Protectorates ” for 1st July last has been 
Ordinance. 1906 received, which contains an Ordinance (No. 14 
, ’ of 1906), dated 25th June, 1906, respecting the 
importation and sale of ‘“ Uniforms” in the British East Africa 
Protectorate. 

The above Ordinance provides that it shall not be lawful, except 
in certain specified instances, for any person not serving in H.M. 
Military and Naval Forces or in any British Police Force to wear, 
without permission of the Commissioner, the uniforms of any of 
those forces, and no person may import or sell in the Protectorate 
such uniforms, or the buttons or badges appropriate thereto, unless 
he is in the service of the East Africa Protectorate, or has 
previously received in writing the permission of the Commissioner. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette ” contains an Ordinance (No. 19 of 
1906) regulating the importation, exportation, 
and sale of firearmsin the Kast Africa Protectorate. 

The Ordinance provides, inter alia, that all 
firearms and ammunition introduced into the Protectorate, at any 
port, shall be deposited at the cost, risk, and peril of the owner in 
a public warehouse, and no firearms shall be withdrawn therefrom 
except by a permit signed either by a Sub-Commissioner or a 
Collector. 

The above Ordinances may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Firearms 
Ordinance. 





MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of an Ordinance (No. III. of 1906) which 
repeals Articles 7 and 8 of Ordinance No. X. 
of 1889, previously in force in Malta, and 
substitutes at the same time new Articles in lieu thereof. 


Customs 
Amendment. 


The present Ordinance, which was assented to on 8th February 
Seiitii sik te last, provides that whenever, upon any vessel 
Manifest being brought into port and inspected by the 
Customs and Police officers, any goods subject 

to import duty are found on board, which are not shown in 
the manifest, such goods shall be deposited in bond at the 
expense of the Master and shall be ipso jure forfeited, unless, 
within ten days from the deposit thereof, the Master declares his 
intention to re-export the goods, and does re-export them, within 

three months. 

The Collector of Customs may, upon such declaration being 
made, require the Master to deposit an amount equivalent to the 
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MALT A—continued. 


duty payable on such goods on condition that it shall not be 
returned to him until a certificate from a British Consular Officer, 
or, in default, from any Custom House authority is produced to 
the effect that the goods were introduced into the country where 
the certificate was issued. 

The goods will be forfeited if the amount is not deposited 
within 10 days from the date on which the Master was called upon 
to make such deposits. 

The Master may, as under the Ordinance of 1889, give* his own 
bond, instead of making a deposit, for the payment of the amount 
equivalent to the import duty on the goods, should a certificate 
referred to above not be produced within six months in the case of 
goods re-exported to any country between the Straits of Gibraltar 
and the Isthmus of Suez, or within one year, if re-exported to 
countries beyond those limits. 


Provision is further made for the Collector of Customs to refuse 
to release any quantity of spirits for exportation 
Lodgment of under Seckion 31 of Todineans No. VI of 1840, 
until an amount equivalent to the import duty 
thereon be lodged with him, on condition that 
it shall not be returned until a certificate, as referred to above, has 
been produced. 
A bond may be given in lieu of making a deposit under similar 
conditions as above prescribed. 


Duty against 
release of Spirits. 





RUSSIA. 


Attention is drawn to the fact that in virtue of the Russo- 
Portuguese Commercial Convention of 1895, 
Import Duty hich is still in force, cork manufactures imported 
on Cork — into Russia are dutiable under No. 60 (2) of the 
Manufactures. (toms tariff at the rate of 3 rbls. 60 cop. per 
poud (11. 3s. 7d. per cwt.). The ‘Interim Statement” relating to the 
new Russian Customs Tariff [Cd. 2857], in which only the 
“ general” (non-treaty) rate of 0 rbls. 50 cop. is given, requires 
to be modified accordingly. 





GERMANY: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of copies of the first three issues of a new 
publication of the German Treasury Depart- 
ment, entitled ‘‘ Nachrichtenblatt fiir die 
Zollstellen,” containing Tariff Decisions and Customs Regula- 
tions relating to the classification of articles under the new 
German Customs Tariff. The circulars are to be issued at 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


intervals of about a fortnight, and may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


E.C.; or they may be procured, at the 


price of 6 marks per 


annum, from the publisher, Julius Springer, 3, Monbijouplatz, 


Berlin, N. 
The foliowing is a summary of some of the more important 
of the Decisions contained in the first three issues of this 


publication :— 





Tariff 











No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Mks. Pf, 
10 | Broken rice (fragments of husked rice, not polished) | 100 kilogs. 4 00 
192-4 | Maize food for cattle, hominy feed, maizena feed, 
diamond feed, star feed Free. 
216 | India soy 100 kilogs. 60 00 
239 | Gasoline.. - 6 00 
259 | Refined paraffin with a ‘melting point of 45°C... ” 10 00 
251 m ‘s amt. C, and 
a specific gravity of 0°862 ... ces 9 8 00 
260 | Valvoline yee - 7 650 
316 | A substance consisting of carborundum “with a 
small admixture of electrite (artificial emery) is 
dutiable as silicium carbide and not as emery - 4 00 
322 | Chrome green, zinc green .. 10 00 
353 | Citronella oil ... i - 30 00 
405 | Corah and pongee silk.. 7” 450 90 
406 | Veils of silk tulle, simply cut “out, ‘figured ; 
dutiable as tulle ie ase bot ide - 800 00 
443 | “ Bffect” and “fancy” yarns— 
(i.) Yarns consisting of an unbleached woollen 
thread twisted in with an unbleached double 
cotton yarn (cable twist), the whole com- 
bined by twisting with an unbleached double 
cotton yarn ” 40 00 
Gi.) A similar yarn in “which the woollen 
thread is white and the cotton threads black m 48 00 
445 | Japan cretonne, cretonne and satin in the piece to 
be sold by measure, for furniture and upholstery, 
&c. os - 180 00 
453 | Engine cloths (Putzlappen) for cleaning machines 99 7 50 
458 | Cotton canvas for embroidery, made on the 
crochet trimming loom _... 00 ” 80 00 
470 | So-called “ jute fleeces,” dutiable as carded jute . Free, 
497 | Jute sacks, unbleached, but containing longitudinal 
stripes of blue threads ; dutiable as tissues woven 
incolours.... ee 100 kilogs. 69 00 
517 | Corsets of close woven. tissues, trimmed with silk 
gauze and lace - 700 00 
533 | Men’s caps of tissues (not containing silk), even 
though varnished or coated with india-rubber ... Each 0 50 
590 | Shoes and slippers of straw or rushes, rush bags, 
not combined with other materials R 100 kilogs, 3 00 
592 | Plaited wares of straw combined with cotton 
sparterie - eee ove 9 24 00 
615 | Cedar wood boards for cigar boxes ; peg wood * 3 25 
628 | Clothes pegs... oe oe 000 see 9 5 00 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 








_ Articles. Rate of Duty. 
O. 
Mks. Pf. 
630 | Wooden taps for casks, with a layer of cork ..- | 100 kilogs. 30 00 


640 | Shoe heels of wood covered with celluloid ; collars 
of xylonite with layers of cotton tissue, without 
needlework ... eee obe ie 200 00 
658 | Cardboard sheets coated with ‘paraffin obs - 20 00 
708 | Insulating “ matrasses” consisting of two layers of 
white or blue asbestos tissue, padded with an 
intermediate layer of white or blue asbestos 
filaments, and sewn together at the sides with 
asbestos threads __... - 60 00 
783 | Mincing machines for domestic use, “made ‘of non- 
malleable cast iron, tinned, weighing less than 


40 kilogs. each ove oe ove * 9 00 
798 | Baskets of hoop iron for holding carboys _ son “ 6 00 
799 | “ Universal” steam apparatus eee ove ove ” 13 00 
828 |Machines for making ice cream sie sa on - 10 00 
902 | Mangles... eee jes ose one a pre a 6 00 











The importation of grapes for table use, packed in casks, is per- 
Phylloxera mitted provided that the casks are securely 
Regulations fastened and that a thorough search at the 
frontier Customs Station for vine leaves and 

shoots is not thereby impeded. The permission extends only to 
small casks of a weight of 50 kilogs. (gross) or less. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 21st July contains the text 
Modification of of a Law providing that carpets made with 
odincation Of knotted or twisted pile, of any origin, and 


. ten oe . imitations thereof, are to be dutiable at the rate 
rae be of 5 frs. 50 cts. per square metre (49d. per 
arpets. square foot) under the ‘‘ minimum” tariff. The 


measurement is to include the borders and fringes. The carpets 
affected by this modification include so-called “ Oriental ” carpets. 





FRANCE-SWITZERLAND, 


With reference to the previous notices in the “Journal” on the 
, subject of the commercial relations between 

P rolongation of France and Switzerland, the Board of Trade 
Provisional are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
Arrangement.  (¢ telegraphic information to the effect that 
the provisional arrangement, which had already been prolonged 
until the 3lst July, has now been further prolonged until the 20th 


November. 
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FRANCE AND NEW CALEDONIA-NEW 
HEBRIDES. 


A recent French Customs Circular contains a copy of a Presidential 
Customs Treat Decree fixing, as follows, the quantities of certain 
. articles, the produce of French establishments 
ane or yoyo in the New Hebrides, which may be imported 
he owe a ® into France and New Caledonia between the 
ow Menridess 1st July, 1906, and the 80th June, 1907, at 
reduced rates of duty, under the conditions established by the 
Decree of the 12th November, 1901 :— 











Quantities allowed 
Articles, Rate of Duty. to be imported 
at reduced rate. 

















Kilogs. 
Coffee ... ...| Minimum rates under the tariff of France, less 250,000 
78 francs per 100 kilogs 
Cocoa ... os , 3,000 
Vanilla } Half minimum rates under the tariff of France } 4,000 
ITALY, 


In accordance with a decision of the Italian Minister of Finance, 

Classification of sheet tron, tinned, and afterwards coated with 

— — - ot nickel, is to be dutiable as “ sheet iron, tinned, 

nee in various plain manufactures,” under No. 221 

Tinplates. = (q) 2 or (b) 2 of the Tariff, at the rate of 20 or 

22 lire per 100 kilogs, according as the thickness exceeds or does 
not exceed 14 millimetres. 


The Bulletin of the Italian Tax and Monopoly Department for 
May contains the text of an Italian Law of 
10th December, 1905, imposing an annual tax 
on velocipedes, motor cycles, and automobiles 
in use in Italy. These articles, however, when 
temporarily imported into Italy by persons 
residing abroad are exempt from the tax fora 
period not exceeding three months from the date of importation ; 
but automobiles which, although imported temporarily from abroad, 
are used for public service, are not entitled to this exemption. 
The text of the law and of the regulations issued thereunder (in 
Italian) may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Exemption from 
Internal Tax of 
Motor Cars, &c., 
Temporarily 
Imported. 
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GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of a despatch from H.M. Representative at 

- cial Athens, reporting that a Bill for the increase of 

Articles certain Greek Customs duties has been laid 

before the Chamber of Deputies. The new 

duties came into force, in accordance with Greek practice, at the 
time of the presentation of the Bill to the Chamber. 

The Bill introducing these increased duties had not been 
officially published at the date of the despatch containing this 
information (18th July); but the following shows the articles 
affected, and the new duties thereon, according to statements in 
the Greek Press :— 


Increase of Duty 








Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Drachmas. 

Rice, husked, cleaned, or polished ove cee eee ..-| 100 okes 17°00 
Coffee, raw ... ove oe _— ota one sda ssi ¢s 100°00 
Coffee, roasted or ground ... one een ‘on ene one . 180°00 
Soap, common, for laundry purposes ... eee one oe “ 40°00 
Soap, unscented, for toilet purposes... ace ees .. | Oke 1:00 
Soap, pharmaceutical eee ove as eee ove coo | op 1°50 
Soap, glycerine ... cee ove eee ove ove coo | gp 2°50 
Shoes... _ ame a _ _ eco ote ant: «= 15°00 
Artificial flowers... pen pane eae eee Rha “a a 50°00 
Paper used for printing books by the “ Society for the issue 

of useful books”’... wai ~ oes ace ove dive Free. 
Bicycles eos eee ope _ one ove eee .. | Each 20°00 
Motor cycles... , ore cee ose ona on oss 9 60°00 
Motor cars ... eee ove ee ove oes eee ... | 40 % ad val. 











EGYPT: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the Commercial Convention concluded 
between Greece and Egypt, which was signed 
on the 4th June, and came into force, after 
ratification by the Greek Legislature, on the 


Commercial Con- 
vention with 
Greece. 


28th June. 

The Convention provides for mutual most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment in matters of commerce and navigation. The Egyptian 
Government engages that the duties levied on goods imported into 
Egypt shall not exceed 8 per cent. ad valorem, except in the case 
of liqueurs, refined sugar, and timber, the duties on which may be 
raised to 10 per cent. ad valorem; and of alcohols exceeding 50 
degrees of pure spirit in strength, petroleum, and animals, 
the dutics on which may be raised to 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
No modifications can, however, be made in the rates of duty on 
these articles until they are applicable to all other countries. 

The duties are to be calculated on the value at the place of loading, 
or of purchase, together with the cost of transport and insurance. 
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These particulars must be satisfactorily proved by documents; 
failing which the Egyptian Government may elect to levy the 
duties in kind. The value of the principal articles imported will 
be fixed for tariff purposes by the Egyptian Customs authorities in 
consultation with the principal merchants interested. The 
Egyptian export duties are not to exceed 1 per cent. ad valorem. 
No transit dues are to be levied on goods passing through Egypt, 
but coal loaded in that country will continue to pay a duty of 
1 per cent. ad valorem. Consumption or excise duties may only 
be levied in Egypt on beverages (except wine), liquids, articles of 
food, forage, and building materials; and are not to exceed 2 per 
cent. ad valorem. No higher consumption duties are to be levied 
on Greek products than on similar products of Egyptian production. 
Commercial travellers’ samples are to be admitted free of duty in 
both countries on comphance with certain regulations. 

The Convention provides also for the establishment of bonded 
warehouses in Egypt, and contains regulations for clearing goods 
through the Customs. 

The Convention is to remain in force for a period of eight years, 
and thereafter until twelve months after dentinciation by either 
of the Contracting Parties. A copy of the Convention may be seen 
by persons interested at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 


BULGARIA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 25 of the 
oe Journal” for the oth April last on the subject 
S ar we of the tariff classification of soaps imported into 
oaps.— Revised 9) ..09 the Board of Trad . nt 

Regulations. ulgaria, the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 

through the Foreign Office, of a Circular which 
has been issued by the Minister of Finance containing modified 
instructions to Bulgarian Customs officials with regard to this 
matter. 

The following are declared to be dutiable under No. 170 of the 
Tariff as “toilet soaps, &c.” at the (conventional) rate of 70 frs. 
per 100 kilogs. (1/. 8s. dd. per cwt.) :— 

(a) All scented, medicinal, and cosmetic soaps, without regard 
to their size, shape, or packing. 

(6) All unscented soaps of the usual shapes and packed in the 
ordinary manner, where it is proved by analysis that the bulk of 
the stock of which they are made is refined as in the case of toilet 
soaps, 7.é., that it contains no other admixture than refined salts of 
sodium or of sodium and potassium. 

(c) All coloured soaps, scented or not, having the shapes of 
toilet soap. 

The following will: be dutiable under No. 134 as “soaps for 
washing and other ordinary use” at the (conventional) rate of 
12 frs. per 100 kilogs. (4s. 104d. per ewt.)— 

(a) All soaps with regard to which it is established by analysis 
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that they are made of an unrefined stock, i.¢., similar to that of 
which common soaps are generally made, even though such soaps 
be shaped and packed like toilet soaps. 

(6) Unscented soaps, prepared by means of a refined or coloured 
stock or not, if imported in the shape of large cubes (pains) or bars, 
and destined for laundry purposes, and 

(c) All other soaps made of an unrefined stock and destined 
exclusively for laundry purposes. 

In their reports on the results of the analyses made, the officials 
are to state specifically that ‘“ the stock is refined” or “ the stock is 
unrefined,” in order to intimate that in the first case the soap is 
dutiable under No. 170, and in the second case under No. 134. 





ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 166 of last 
jnsttindatinit week's “ Journal,” on the subject of the pro- 
“ae” é; hibition of the importation of Greek merchan- 
= — dise into Roumania, the Board of Trade are 
pede - now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
05 5301 telegraphic information to the effect that certi- 
ficates of origin are required to be presented in the case of 
imports into Roumania from other countries of all articles of a 
kind produced in Greece, such as dried or salted fish, sardines, red 
mullet, olives, rosin, common soap, and olive oil. 





TRIPOLI; 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the exportation 
of cereals of all kinds from the Benghazi 
district of Tripoli has been prohibited until 
further notice. 


Exportation of 
Cereals from 
Benghazi District 
Probibited. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 108 of the 
ae “ Journal” for the 19th April, on the subject 
islati of a Bill then before the House of Represen- 
Legislation. tatives “ for preventing the manufacture, sale, 
or transportation of adulterated or misbranded, or poisonous 
or deleterious foods, drugs, medicines and liquors, and for 
regulating traffic therein,” the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, of information to the effect that 
this measure has been passed by both Houses of Congress, with 
certain amendments, and approved by the President. 
A copy of the Act, as passed, may Be seen by persons interested 
at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on 76 of the 
; “Journal” for the 12th July, on the subject of 
Analysis of Food 1 thods of food analysis in “a United States, 


Products 
<m , the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 
~~ the Foreign Office, of a Circular, issued by the 


United States Department of Agriculture, 
Materials, Se. giving a compilation of the further iene in, 
and additions to, the methods of analysis of food products, and of 
fertilisers, drugs, tanning materials, soils, beverages, &c., which 

have been authorised since 1899. 
A copy of the Circular may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting 
the application of the United States Customs 

Customs Decisions. Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 








pte 
, of the Tariff 
Articles. sediin etehale Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
Dols. Cts, 

Persian berry extract ... 58 30 % ad val, 
Carbons for electric lighting, finished or unfinished, 

of a minimum length of 5inches ... 98 Hundred 0 90 
Battery carbon and carbon for electric batteries, not 

suitable for use as carbons for electric lighting and 

severally less than 5 inches in length, by simili- 

tude to carbon not decorated oe 97 35 % ad val, 
Imitatien horsehair, as a non-enumerated manufac- 

tured article... | Section 6. |20% , 
Cotton, prepared by special processes. from cotton 

waste, specially fitting it for use in the manufac- 

ture of gun cotton, as cotton _ ose oon 537 Free. 
Lead grids and lead buckles ... —... eco ee 182 Lb. 0 024 
Gum copal,asagumresin... ~ eee 548 Free. 
Wood charcoal, as a manufacture of wood kee bed 208 35 % ad val. 
Photographie plates of domestic manufacture, ex- 

posed abroad for commercial uses ... 112 es he 
Millinery or dress ornaments, composed of metal and 

paste in imitation of jet, paste being the com- 

ponent material of chief value ae 112 ox: 
Factice, produced by oxidizing rape seed oil, and, 

when pressed into the form of pads, used for 

trusses, also as an adulterant in the manufacture 

of india-rubber goods; dutiable as an un- 

enumerated manufactured article ... a | Section 6. | 20% __,, 











Cotton hose, embroidered.—Cotton hose and half-hose in open- 
work or lace. effects, having embroidered thereupon dots or other 
designs in coloured silk thread are dutiable at the compound rates 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


under the provisions of paragraph 318 of the Tariff, except where 
the rate of duty as provided in said paragraph is less than 60 per 
cent. ad valorem, in which last-mentioned case the rate of duty 
applicable is 60 per cent. ad valorem. 


Inthographie postal cards.—Souvenir postal cards printed in 
colours from stone are, notwithstanding that the first impression 
is printed from a metal plate, dutiable under the provisions of 
paragraph 400 of the ‘Tariff as lithographic prints. 

| This modifies a decision reported at p. 458 of the “ Journal” 
for 8th September, 1904. | 


Salame, an Italian sausage in a very hard, dry condition, com- 
posed entirely of coarsely chopped pork packed in large casings, is 
not free of duty as Bologna Sausage under paragraph 655 of the 
Tariff. The term ‘ Bologna” includes only a product composed of 
finely chopped beef, or beef and pork (never pork alone), enclosed 
in casings and marketed in a less dried state than salame. 


Measurement of foxberries—Foxberries are dutiable at: the rate 
of 1 cent per quart under paragraph 262 of the ‘Tariff, taking the 
quart dry measure containing 67,%, cubic inches as the unit of 
measurement. 


Wines and liquors—Allowance for wantage.—The quantity from 
which the allowance of 23 per cent. for shortages should be deducted 
is the quantity shipped. Such quantity is not necessarily the full 
capacity of the containers and should be stated upon the invoice. 
In order to arrive at the allowance to be made, the gauger should 
return the capacity of the containers and the quantity actually 
found therein, treating fractional gallons in accordance with 
Article 1676 of the Customs regulations, and the entry should be 
liquidated upon the nat gallons returned by the gauger, unless the 
same be more than 25 per cent. less than the quantity shipped, as 
shown by the invoice, in which case the entry should be liquidated 
upon the invoiced quantity less 2} per cent. If it appears, 
however, that the invoice does not correctly state the quantity 
shipped, the invoice quantity should be ignored and the capacity 
of the containers taken as the basis from which allowance should 
be made. 


Fireproofed lumber.—Ordinary sawn lumber, subjected to a fire- 
proofing process which greatly increases its value, is not by reason 
of this treatment removed from the provision in paragraph 195 
of the tariff, for ‘‘sawn lumber,” and is dutiable under that 
provision rather than under paragraph 208 as ‘‘ manufactures of 
wood.” 

[This reverses a decision reported at p. 170 of the “Journal ” 
for the 27th July, 1905. | 
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Tarzff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
A recent Act of the United States Congress constitutes Oswego 
in the State of New York a port of delivery for 


Port of Delivery. merchandise forwarded under the immediate- 
transportation Act of 10th June, 1880. 





BRAZIL. 


With reference to previous notices* in the “ Journal” on the 
Tariff subject of the preferential Tariff advantages | 
Seaunieions accorded to certain United States products by 
ian Brazil in 1904, but which terminated at the 
United States end of that year, the Board of ‘Trade are now in 
‘receipt through the Foreign Office, of a copy 
and translation of a Brazilian Presidential Decree re-enacting 
this concession, and extending it so as to include certain additional 
articles. 

The following is a complete list of the articles of United States 
production which are accorded a reduction of twenty per cent. 
from the import duties leviable in Brazil on similar products of 
other origin :-— 


Flour, wheaten. Varnishes. 
Condensed milk. Pianos. 
Manufactures of india- Typewriters. 
rubber included under Weighing machines. 
No. 1,023 of the Tariff.f Refrigerators. 
Inks and colours in- Windmills. 
cluded in No. 173 of the Watches. 


Tariff (except writing inks). 
The concession came into force on the Ist July, and is to remain 
in operation until the 31st December, 1906. 





JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
' : information to the effect that under the new 
arora nestioa- Japanese T'ariff,t which is to come into force on 
tion of Crude 4.4 Ootob ‘ reer 1 ot] we 
Mineral Oil. st October next, crude mineral oil, not distilled, 
will be dutiable under No. 176 of the Tariff, 
at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. Distilled mineral oil will be 
dutiable under No. 172, at various rates, according to the specific 
gravity of the oil. 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for 19th May, 1904, p. 315 ; 13th April, 1905, 
p. 71; and 15th February, 1906, paragraph (5), p. 323. 

+ No. 1,023 in original, but this seems to be a mistake for 1,033, No. 1,033 of 
the Tariff applies to all manufactures of india-rubber, vulcanised or not, including 
india-rubber combined with tissues of cotton, silk, Xc. 

t Acomplete translation of this Tariff was published as a Supplement to the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th June. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 


A report by the British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. H. 
Cooke) states, on the authority of the 
“Commercial and Industrial Gazette” that 
the Government has decided to set about 
the construction of a railway connecting Siberia with Central 
Asia (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 19th April, p. 120), and 
is proceeding with surveys of the proposed routes. 


Siberia—Central 
Asia Railway. 


In his report on the trade of Taganrog for 1905, the British Vice- 
Consul (Mr. W. H. Hunt) draws the attention 
of shipowners to the importance of carefull 
bate. ; nd studying the wording of ‘freighting Praoronan 
Affreightment He says that the chief deficiencies, which must 
"absolutely be attended to, are :—(1) Holidays: 
the wording must be ‘“‘Sundays and holidays specified in the 
1890 Azoff charter party excepted,” or ‘Sundays, Good Friday, 
Easter Monday, Whit Monday and Christmas Day of the 
country in which the steamer is when such occur excepted,” 
and not simply holidays or Government or custom - house 
holidays. This is a very serious question, especially in such 
months as April and May, as there are about 14 holidays in 
these months besides the Sundays; (2) despatch: the question 
of despatch money for days saved must not appear among the 
conditions of the contract, as, in the majority of cases, if it suits 
the charterers’ interests to load the ship without delay he will do so 
whether he receives despatch money or not (especially about the end 
and beginning of each month, both eld and new style), on the other 
hand if the ship is not being loaded it simply means either that 
the charterer is unable to obtain the necessary cargo, and therefore 
no amount of despatch money can help matters, or that bills of 
lading of a certain date are required by the shipper; (8) strike 
clause : the usual expression in the modern berth contracts is that 
the strike clause of the 1890 and [or] 1902 berth bills of lading is 
to apply also to loading ports, whereas in reality the conditions of 
that clause are such as cannot be adequately adapted to the loading 
ports and especially to the Taganrog roads. It is indispensable to 
define this clause clearly, as strikes are likely to be of frequent 
occurrence ; (4) 5 per cent. clause, viz.: “the usual 5 per cent. 
of cargo which shippers have option of shipping short of their 
engagements to be for steamer’s account.” ‘This most objectionable 
clause is gradually disappearing from the berth contracts, but it 
ought to be entirely struck out as it is invariably the cause of 
much unpleasantness and loss to the ship. 

Mr. Hunt says further that other conditions of the berth note, 
such as ‘“ charterers acting as agents for owners’ account,” ‘ char- 
terers to have preference for stevedoring at loading port,” “ char- 
terers to have preference for lighterage over Kertch bar, &c.,” 
should not appear in the contract for the simple reason that if the 


Taganrog : 
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Shipping and ranges. 





master of a ship is bound by charter to apply for all the ship’s 
business to one party, and happens to have difficulties with that 
party, he stands a poor chance of getting adequate assistance and 
advice when most needed, not having an uninterested agent at the 
port. It is not always that masters of ships can apply to their 
Consuls for advice, as most disputes arise in the evening, when 
Consular offices are closed. ‘The clause stating that “ charterer’s 
liability under this contract to cease when cargo is shipped ” should 
invariably be supplemented by the words “ provided all demurrage, 
&c., is paid and all disputes settled,” or other words to that effect. 

Mr. Hunt remarks also *‘ And last, but not least, comes the ques- 
tion of disputes being settled by the Rostov-on-Don Bourse Court of 
Arbitration, whose decision is to be final. Under no consideration 
should disputes be allowed to be settled either at Rostov-on-Don or 
even at Taganrog, for the obvious reason that the charterer or 
shipper and the arbitrator is one and the same person. The result of 
allowing this local arbitration clause to appear in the berth notes has 
manifested itself in the issue by the T'aganrog Bourse Association, 
with the approval of that of Rostov-on-Don, of rules, some of which 
have neither the excuse of a custom of the port nor of the actual state 
of business. Mr. Hunt gives in his report a translation of these 
rules and draws attention to some of their principal objectionable 


points. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,680.) 





PORTUGAL: 


H.M. Consul at Lisbon (Mr. H. L. Churchill) reports an announce- 
ment that the German Hamburg-Amerika Line 
Direct SS. 

Sie, will run a regular monthly service touching at 
Communication fT jishon and Macao in the Far East. Hitherto 
between Lisbon  tavellers and goods had to trans-ship either at 

and. Shneee. Gibraltar or at Marseilles, the nearest ports, in 
order to proceed to the Portuguese Colony of Macao. There is an 
active trade done between Lisbon and Macao, the principal articles 
of export from Lisbon being wine, tinned fish, &c., and corks, and 
considerable reductions on former rates of freight on those articles 
have been made. Similar reductions are made in goods from 

Macao for destination to Portugal, the principal articles being tea, 

silks, china, porcelain, Xc. 





CHINA. 


According to the “Hong Kong Weekly Press” of 25th June, 
the President of the Kawasaki Dockyard 

ae ene Company is said to have stated to an inter- 
for Shanghai. = Viewer that the Company desires to obtain 
shipbuilding orders from China, Siam, and all the other Oriental 
countries. With this view it is purchasing about 10,000 tsubo 
(tsubo = 3°95 square yards) of land at Shanghai and Pootung 
for the purposes of ship-building and repairing, with especial 
relation to the shipping at Shanghai and on the Yangtze.- At first 
only repairs will be undertaken there, but eventually a dockyard 
on a large scale will be developed. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. H. Cooke) reports 
on the authority of the ‘Commercial and 
Industrial Gazette” that the sale of several 
big mineral enterprises in the Urals has been 
made to a syndicate of foreign capitalists. 
The sales comprise the copper mines in the 
Atbassarski district of the province Akmolinsk, the silver lead 
works with mines in the Turgaiski territory by the river Kara- 
Turgai, and the coal deposits in the same territory along the 
river Bai Konur. 


Mineral Proper- 
ties bought by 
Foreign 
Capitalists. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Cons .t at Shimonoseki (Mr. E. A. Griffiths) reports that the 
6g t Steel Government Steel Foundry at Wakamatsu is to 
ee we the ottll farther extended, and a sum of 250,0001. 
wounary at has been appropriated for this purpose during 
Wakamatsu. th t fi cal A farth f 
e present financial year. urther sum o 
1,000,000/. will be applied for during the next Session of the Diet 
and it is then expected that the output of iron will be increased 
from 90,000 to 180,000 tons per annum. (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,668.) 
In his report on the trade of Japan for the year 1905, the Com- 
mercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Tokio 


Coal Imports : (Mr. E. F. Crowe), points out that the import 


py comet of coal, which naturally exhibited an enormous 
cnt pene increase in 1904, has fallen off considerably, 
Manufactory. 


but, as might be expected, is still greatly in 
excess of the years preceding the war. The figures are as 
follows :— 





| 





Year. | Quantity. | Value. 
| Tons. £ 
1905 295,953 557,(00 
1904 naib on _ sa kes ce "| 617,888 1,258,000 
1903 “ited me ies is a oe es] 120,354 201,000 








Of the 295,953 tons imported last year, 295,000 tons came from 
the United Kingdom. 

It is interesting to note, adds Mr. Crowe, that the Japanese 
Admiralty have started a coal briquette manufactory i in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. The expenses are said to have been about 100,0001., 
and the output should be nearly 150,000 tons per month, ‘while 
the cost will work out to something like half that of imported coal. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,675.) 
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master of a ship is bound by charter to apply for all the ship’s 
business to one party, and happens to have difficulties with that 
party, he stands a poor chance of getting adequate assistance and 
advice when most needed, not having an uninterested agent at the 
port. Itis not always that masters of ships can apply to their 
Consuls for advice, as most disputes arise in the evening, when 
Consular offices are closed. ‘The clause stating that « charterer’s 
liability under this contract to cease when cargo is shipped ” should 
invariably be supplemented by the words ‘* provided all demurrage, 
&c., is paid and all disputes settled,” or other words to that effect. 

Mr. Hunt remarks also *‘ And last, but not least, comes the ques- 
tion of disputes being settled by the Rostov-on-Don Bourse Court of 
Arbitration, whose decision is * be final. Under no consideration 
should disputes be allowed to be settled either at Rostov-on-Don or 
even at Taganrog, for the obvious reason that the charterer or 
shipper and the arbitrator is one and the same person. The result of 
allowing this local arbitration clause to appear in the berth notes has 
manifested itself in the issue by the l'aganrog Bourse Association, 
with the approval of that of Rostov-on-Don, of rules, some of which 
have neither the excuse of a custom of the port nor of the actual state 
of business. Mr. Hunt gives in his report a translation of these 
rules and draws attention to some of their principal objectionable 


points. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,680.) 





PORTUGAL: 


H.M. Consul at Lisbon (Mr. H. L. Churchill) reports an announce- 
ment that the German Hamburg-Amerika Line 
auress, ‘e will run a regular monthly service touching at 
Communication fT isbhon and Macao in the Far East. Hitherto 
between Lisbon travellers and goods had to trans-ship either at 
and Macao. Gibraltar or at Marseilles, the nearest ports, in | 
order to proceed to the Portuguese Colony of Macao. ‘There is an 
active trade done between Lisbon and Macao, the principal articles 
of export from Lisbon being wine, tinned fish, &c., and corks, and 
considerable reductions on former rates of freight on those articles 
have been made. Similar reductions are made in goods from 
Macao for destination to Portugal, the principal articles being tea, 
silks, china, porcelain, &c. 





CHINA. 


According to the “ Hong Kong Weekly Press” of 25th June, 
New Shipvards the President of the Kawasaki Dockyard 
for Sh om Company is said to have stated to an inter- 

or phangnal. viewer that the Company desires to obtain 
shipbuilding orders from China, Siam, and all the other Oriental 
countries. With this view it is purchasing about 10,000 tsubo 

(tsubo = 3°95 square yards) of land at Shanghai and Pootung 

for the purposes of ship-building and repairing, with especial 

relation to the shipping at Shanghai and on the Yangtze. At first 
only repairs will be undertaken there, but eventually a dockyard 
on a large scale will be developed. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. H. Cooke) reports 
on the authority of the ‘‘ Commercial and 
Industrial Gazette” that the sale of several 
big mineral enterprises in the Urals has been 
made to a syndicate of foreign capitalists. 
The sales comprise the copper mines in the 
Atbassarski district of the province Akmolinsk, the silver lead 
works with mines in the ‘'urgaiski territory by the river Kara- 
Turgai, and the coal deposits in the same territory along the 
river Bai Konur. 


Mineral Proper- 
ties bought by 
Foreign 
Capitalists. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul at Shimonoseki (Mr. E. A. Griffiths) reports that the 

Ciscinidiieaaiil Oat Government Steel Foundry at Wakamatsu is to 

Sueiiinen ab be still further extended, and a sum of 250,0001. 

W y has been appropriated for this purpose during 

wean t financial year. A furth f 

e present financial year. urther sum 0 

1,000,000/. will be applied for during the next Session of the Diet 

and it is then expected that the output of iron will be increased 

from 90,000 to 180,000 tons per annum. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,668.) 


In his report on the trade of Japan for the year 1905, the Com- 
mercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Tokio 


Coal Imports: = (Mr. E. F. Crowe), points out that the import 


pry enon of coal, which naturally exhibited an enormous 
of Briquette increase in 1904, has fallen off considerably, 
Manufactory. 


but, as might be expected, is still greatly in 
excess of the years preceding the war. The figures are as 
follows :— 








Year. | Quantity. | Value. 
| Tons. £ 
1905 im 295,953 557,(00 
1904 ni 617,888 1,258,000 
1903 vos] 120,354 201,000 








Of the 295,953 tons imported last year, 295,000 tons came from 
the United Kingdom. 

It is interesting to note, adds Mr. Crowe, that the Japanese 
Admiralty have started a coal briquette manufactory in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. The expenses are said to have been akout 100,000/., 
and the output should be nearly 150,000 tons per month, while 
the cost will work out to something like half that of imported coal. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,675.) 
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AGRICULTURE, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 


Corn Prices. in the week ended the 28th July, 1906, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat ... ie vs ll a. er 
Barley ... oo ai .. 228. Ad. 
Oats ay -» moe. 26. 


For further particulars see p. 240. 


A statement is published on p. 241, showing the quantities of 
the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
week ended the 28th July, 1906, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1905. 


Imports of Agri- 
cultural Produce. 





ITALY. 
H.M. Consul at Brindisi (Mr. 8. G. Cocoto) in his report on the 


Province of Lecce states that during the year 
1905, in addition to 33,000,000 plants of various 
grades of Oriental tobaccos cultivated for 
account of the Italian Tobacco Monopoly, 
seven landowners or groups have collectively applied for and 
obtained permission to cultivate the large extension of 185 hectares 
(approximately 460 acres) during 1906, this being a very large 
increase on the quantity raised under similar circumstances 
during 1905. 

The tobacco actually exported during 1905 was 58 tons to 
Egypt, 11 tons to Germany and 2 tons each to Belgium and 
Austria-Hungary. These 73 tons were despatched by sea, but in 
addition, about the same quantity was sent off by railway to 
various Kuropean destinations. 

Signor Cav. Candioto, the Director of the Tobacco Department 
of this Province, considers that there is a brilliant future for Oriental 
tobacco cultivation in the province, and hopes that groups of 
capitalists will be formed to cultivate larger tracts of land than an 
individual would consider himself capable of handling. At the 
same time he relies on the country gentlemen, who, having already 
effected experiments on a limited scale, will be thus encouraged 
by results, to extend the area of their lands under Oriental tobacco. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,672.) 


Tobacco 
Cultivation in the 
Province of Lecce. 





ZAN ZIBAR. 


According to the repert of the British Vice-Consul at Zanzibar 

Vanilla (Mr. J. H. Sinclair) the experiments made by the 

Cultivation Government in the cultivation of vanilla have 

given most satisfactory results ; about 1,400 lbs., 

which were sent to the United Kingdom in 1905, realising an 

average of 4s. perlb. There are only between 40 and 50 acres under 
cultivation as yet. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,677.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 26th July, 1906, 

Cotton Statistics, was 39,497, and the number imported during 
the thirty weeks ended the 26th July was 

2,204,497 (including 5,070 bales British West Indian and 3,635 

bales British West African). As regards exports, the figures are, 

for the week ended the 26th July, 1906, 5,866 bales, and for 

the thirty weeks, 225,354. 

For further details see p. 240. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn) reports that the Chicago 
Board of Trade has determined to make that 
place a centre for milling industry and so try 
to build up again the grain business that the 
city has been gradually losing for some time past. They hope 
by obtaining a milling-in-transit transport rate to be able to 
bring grain to the Chicago market, mill it and send it forward 
for as low a price as any other place can do. 


Milling Industry 
at Chicago. 





CUBA. 

The Cuban “Gaceta Oficial” of 11th July contains copy of a law 
authorising the expenditure of 1,000,000 dollars 
Measures for a. DU EE at iio 
foatering on measures for fostermg immigration. Depots 
neaienuiion for emigrants, similar to the one already 
established at Habana, are to be established at 
Cienfuegos, Nuevitas and Santiago de Cuba. Provision is also to 
be made, when occasion arises, for landing emigrants at other 

ports in the Republic. 





HAYTI, 
According to the report of H.M. Consul-General at Port-au-Prince 
Aloe Fib (Mr. A. G. Vansittart), the export of“ pita” or 
~adnerre aloe fibre from Hayti is making considerable 
aupers. progress, 1,209,428 lbs. being exported during 
1905, as against 63,825 lbs. in 1904. Nearly the whole comes 
from Port-de-Paix, and is shipped to the United States. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,673.) 


COLOMBIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bogota (Mr. 8. 8. Dickson) forwards 
translation of a Presidential decree authorising 

Purchase of the Colombian Fiscal Agent in London to con- 
Silver Bars for tract for the purchase of bars of pure silver to 
Currency the value of 20,000 dollars (4,0007.) per month 


Purposes. for currency purposes. 
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ended 26th July, 1906 :— 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 30 Weeks 








(Aug. 2, 1906. 




















American 
Brazilian 


East Indian ni 


Egyptian 


Miscellaneous 


Total 


“4 























| } 
‘ y ? 
Week ended 30 Weeks | Week ended 30 Weeks 
ended ne ended 
26th July, 26th Jul 26th July, ‘. : 
1906. uy) || 1906 26th July, 
1906. | 1906, 
} 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) | (Bales. ) 
. 
No, No. No. | No, 
29,491 1,599,063 3,508 121,062 
2.783 190,043 oti 10,607 
6,227 102,598 2,072 31,586 
34 270,450 278 57,173 
962 42,343* | 8 4,926 
39,497 | 2,204,497 || 5,866 225,354 
| | 











* Including 5,070 bales British West Indian, and 3,635 bales British West African. 


the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 28th July, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 











Average Price. 

















W heat. Barley. Oats. 

| o. | &  @ a 4. 

Week ended 28th July, 1906 ... 30 «5 22 4 20 2 
Corresponding week in— 

1899 ... - we 24 10 20 9 18 QO 

1900 ... 28 10 23 10 19 4 

1901 ... 2i «66 a 20 QO 

1902 ... | 81 8 | 2 O | 22 10 

1903 ... | 28 IJ) 21 0 18 6 

1904 ... | 28 0 19 9 17 10 

1905 ... iS @isesniws 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
ofticer shall convert such returns into the ]mperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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lament of Agricultural Produce into the United Biased 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 28th July, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 














| Week ended 
28th July, 


Correspond- 
ing Week in 














1906, 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ‘ ‘ Number. 13,253 10,417 
Sheep and lambs 7 a 99 1,659 1,855 
Swine... o ove +s ” 5 ie o 
Horses ... a - 253 132 
fresh Meat :— 
es it ae ee. ee -.| Cwts. 191,008 76,064 
Mutton ... eee 7 137,012 46,887 
Pork eee ” 4,756 2,955 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... we — _ one eee Cwts. 101,362 120,939 
Beef eee ” 4,039 2,481 
cor ee ee 
or eee ” 9 0 + - 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ae nd 18,012 10,582 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... a 8,634 11,774 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter on in aes ja sn Cwts. 95,031 85,798 
Margarine one ove eee - ee 22,637 16,717 
Cheese sie ‘ we a 115,121 73,880 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums : ove - — — 
, cream ; nd 114 84 
» condensed “ eee 18,523 18,541 
5» preserved, other kinds... - ‘ Pe 107 70 
Eggs iia a ~- > ton are 467,761 422,266 
Poultry eee ees ee . Value £ wt 2,546 
Game is eee ee 7 . 21 
. Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ae ~ - Cwts. 423 738 
Lard eee ese es “ 34,643 31,696 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour : _ 
Wheat a as 7 - Owts. 1,927,300 2,864,600 
area meal and flour , o . 245,300 141,500 
arley ... ase oon és - 193,800 217,700 
ee 7 : 513,300 554,100 
= “| > | S| ae 
eans oes oe 0, ~ 
, Maize or Indian corn . eve z 905,000 650,700 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples eae ; Cwts. 26,703 12,758 
Apricots and peaches .. , “ 1,641 1,676 
Bananas on -| Bunches. 169,032 174,020 
Cherries ... _ ‘ Cwts. 4,254 4,046 
Currants... —... 0 * 13,749 6,703 
Gooseberries 00 eee mt 1,827 43 
Grapes ... ; oa a 704 17,837 
Lemons ... eee ee - ns 20,628 15,859 
Oranges ... oes . . * 8, °439 4,513 
Pears - as . 23, "317 11,612 
Plums - ‘ oa 67, 396 51,520 
Strawberries ee m 1,682 — 
Unenumerated ... - ‘a 13,851 38,782 
sm ~~) Bl. eg 
straw pee ove wee eee , Lye 
sia sms. eae ; 1,426 1,800 
Hops a _ “se OCwts. 5,833 155 
Locust Beans hes _ coe a 11,357 562 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... dais Bushels. 187,696 161,683 
Potatoes . ae Cwts. 92,850 38,350 
Tomatoes ose eee eee . 51,149 40,705 
Unenumerated ... coe ove - Value £ 7,190 9,669 
Vegetables, dried ° ote - Cwts. 5,788 841 
Preserved by canning... das a . 1,667 2,695 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the piesent instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bvokseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 8d. for the first, 
and 4s. 2d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles. 
in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom 
with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The *‘ Board of 'lrade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16tb of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the July issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in June; Changes in wages of Agri- 
cultural Labourers; Unemployed in Norway: New Legislation ; 
Agricultural Settlements in British Colonies :—Report of Depart- 
mental Committee ; Civil Employment of Ex-Soldiers and Sailors ; 
Annual Co-operative Congress; and Recent Cases under the 
Conciliation Act. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and Miscellaneous 
Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.’” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,677. Trade of Zanzibar, 1905. 


Comparative statistics of im- way, and electric lighting 
ports and exports, showing a undertakings. 
decrease of 12,452/., excluding Freight rates to and from 
specie, on the 1904 figures. the principal ports in com- 
Analysis of trade in the munication with Zanzibar. 
principal articles. Law as to the protection of 
Proposed light railway, tram- trade marks. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,678. Trade of Barranquilla, 1905. 


Increase in imports, chiefly 
of railway material. 

Good prospects for develop- 
ment of the country’s mineral 
and other wealth. 

Improved steamship com- 


No. 3,679. 


Active demand for British 
coal, caused by the great ex- 
pansion in Italian industries, 
and by the increase in shipping. 


munication with United King- 
dom. 

Regulations regarding Con- 
sular invoices. 

Notes on principal articles 
of import from chief importing 
countries. 


Trade of South Italy, 1905. 


Reports on the olive oil and 
hemp trade. 

Statistics showing growth of 
sugar industry. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 


Reports by H.M. Representatives at Bari, Barletta, Gioia-Tauro, 


Salerno, and Capri. 


No. 3,680. Trade of Taganrog, 1905. 


Steady decline in the trade 
of the port, due partly to the 
more rapid development of the 
neighbouring port of Rostov- 
on-Don, and partly to the war 
in the Far East. 

Hints to shipowners regard- 


No. 3,681. 


The receipts of cotton were 
the highest on record; so also 
were the prices ruling for 
spirits of turpentine and resin, 
the local supplies of which are 
being gradually exhausted. 

Strict enforcement of the 
Alien Immigration Laws. 


No. 3,682. 


Russian commercial activity 
in South-east Persia. 


ing the wording of freighting 
contracts. 
Report on grain exports, 
prices, &c. 
Freight 
year. 


rates during the 


Trade of Savannah, 1905. 


Comparative returns’ of 
principal imports and exports, 
with notes on the character of 
the trade. 

Returns of shipping at 
Charleston, Brunswick, Wil- 
mington, Beaufort and Port 
Royal and Darien. 


Trade of Kerman District, 1905-06. 


Prosperous state of the 


carpet trade. 


No. 3,683. Trade of Kermanshah, 1905-06. 


Falling-off in both exports 
and imports, due to the after- 
effects of three years of partial 
famine ; to bad transport facili- 
ties from Baghdad to Kerman- 


shah, and also to increasing 
traffic on the Russian road to 


Hamadan. 
Comparative statements of 


imports and exports. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,684. Trade of Muscat, 1905-6. 


Small increase in import Returns of imports and ex- 
trade, but decrease in exports, ports by countries and by 
owing chiefly to the destruc- principal articles. 


tion of the lime crop by a 
plague of locusts. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


No. 653. German Ceramic Industries. 


This report gives an account of the development of German 
trade and industry in the various descriptions of ceramic ware, 
including bricks, &., with approximate statistics of persons 
employed and production, and comparative figures of imports and 
exports. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Report on Strikes and Lock-outs and on Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion Boards in the United Kingdom in 1905. [Cd.3,065.] Price 8d. 


According to the above report, the number (358) of disputes 
recorded in 1905 was practically the same as in the previous year. 
The number of workpeople affected by these disputes (93,503) 
showed a slight increase compared with 1904, but was lower than 
in 1903 or any previous year for which statistics exist. In 1905, 
24 million working days were lost, a much higher figure than in 
the previous year, when the numbers were the lowest on record, 
but somewhat below the average (2,913,000 working days) for the 
five years 1900-04. In the same period, the average annual 
number of disputes was 495, and of workpeople affected 166,000. 


Diplomatic Reports (Coal), 1906. 260. Price Is. 3d. 


This is a return of extracts relating to coal from the reports 
received up to the end of March last from H.M. Diplomatic and 
Consular Officers abroad for 1904-5, or from such reports received 
since the date of the similar return issued in October, 1904 
(Parliamentary paper No. 343 of session 1904.) 


Companies (Winding up). Fifteenth General Annual Report of 
the Board of Trade. 232. Pree dd. 


This report deals with the proceedings of the Board of Trade 
under the Companies (Winding-up) Act, 1890, during the year 
1905. In that year winding-up proceedings were commenced in 
the case of 1,693 companies, the total amount of capital involved 
being 50 095,2691. Statistics of winding-up proceedings during 
the period 1896-1905 are appended to the report. 
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Government Publications. 





Tonnage Committee Report. Minutes of evidence, Appendices and 


Index. [Cd. 3,046.) Price 5s. 6d. 


This volume contains the minutes of evidence taken before the 
Tonnage Committee whose report was dealt with on p. 138 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 19th July. A number of statements 
illustrated by diagrams is appended, together with a general index 
and digest of evidence. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since Ist January, 1906, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 











Annual. 
No. Place. | Price. 
481 Ceylon a a ee er ee ee ee. 
482 St. Lucia... a ods sian ‘ie bens nee eo | 2d. 
483 Ashanti uae id we mn me _ _ .. | 22d, 
484 Bermuda _... ic a baie sia “ idl mt 2a 
485 Hong Kong... ska sia sad oe oi oii ea 
486 St. Helena ... lid a _ is lie —— | 
Miscellaneous. 
No. | Place. Price. 
32 Northern Nigeria. First report on the results of the Mineral 
Survey, 1904-5 ... site ‘on oa gin so soe | RA. 
33 Southern Nigeria. Reports on the Mineral Survey for 
Seine! «lu ee. le lk! ee 
34 Montserrat. Agricultural Industries ... te ve ae | 
35 | Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis. Report on Sugar Industry, 
1881-1905 oe -— eee _ oes ese a 3d. 
36 West Indies. Report on the working of the Imperial 
Departm2nt of Agriculture ... jm _ oon woe | 18. 4d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed intLondon to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 82, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &e. 

Queensland.—For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all’ kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1908. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10a.m.tod5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, 8.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘I'he ‘‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” ‘This publication, 
which is‘now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














